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Anwar - M ndanao
MALAYSI A TO STEP UP | NVESTMENT | N M NDANAO

By: Zul kefli Salleh

MANI LA, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- The southern Philippine island of M ndanao
can expect to see a nore aggressive inflow of Ml aysian i nvestnent
foll owi ng the peace settl enent between Manila and the Moro Nationa
Li beration Front (M\LF).

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimsaid today he woul d
appeal to Ml aysian investors to cone to the island and work together,
particularly to support tourismin that beautiful part of the Philippines.

"Wth the hostilities quite resolved, Malaysia is optimstic with the
future of the Philippines," he told reporters after a courtesy call on
Presi dent Fidel Ranbs at the Bahay Pangarap (House of Dreans) in the
Mal acanang Pal ace.

Anwar conveyed on behalf of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t he appreciati on and support of the Ml aysi an governnment and peopl e
for the peace process. He is naking a three-day working visit in
conjunction with the Philippine Centennial Revolution Cel ebrations.

Anwar said he was certain that nore Ml aysian investnents would fl ow
into M ndanao since there had al ready been sone initial work by investors
but "in the process they are a bit hesitant because of the unsettled
i ssue. "

Ranpbs and Moro | eader Nur M suari net in Mal abang, M ndanao, on Monday
toiron out final details of a peace agreement to bring an end to a
26-year-old civil war between Manila and Mislimseparati sts.

The peace pact, to be sealed on Sept 2, would | ead to sone neasure of
Moro autonomny on the island of Roman Cat holic Philippines.

Anwar said the peace agreenent was a maj or nove for the settlenent of
hostilities in the Philippines and augured well for the region.

"Wth peace in place, | expect the whole region to focus their
attention to work together in the process of national reconstruction,
particularly in areas that have quite been marginalised in the past due to
the hostilities,"” he said.

Anwar said he and Ranps felt that towards that end there was a need to
see additional nechani smother than existing financial institutions.

This woul d include the possibility of reviving the Amanah Bank to
enabl e foreign investors, particularly fromMislimcountries, to conme and
| ook at the Philippines and al so M ndanao.

Anwar, who will be a key speaker at an international conference here
tonmorrow on Philippine Revol uti on and Beyond, al so conveyed to the
presi dent the best wi shes and sentinent of the Ml aysi an government and
peopl e on that occasi on.

Anwar al so presented to Ranps two books witten by Filipino nationa
hero Dr Jose Rizal and which have been transl ated i nto Bahasa Ml aysi a, and
a conpilation of working papers presented at a seminar on Rizal held in
Kual a Lunpur early this year.

The books are entitled "Bernaharaj al el anya Keser akahan
(El-Filibusterisn) and Jangan Sentuh Aku (Nolinme Tangere). -- BERNAMA
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