19 AUG 1996
LEAD Anwar - | ndi a
MALAYSI A TO STUDY | NDI A' S REQUEST TO SET UP BANK BRANCH

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 19 (Bernama) -- India has asked Mal aysia to consi der
al I owi ng an | ndi an-owned bank to operate here.

It has al so asked Malaysia to | ook into the problens of bona fide
I ndi an busi nessnmen and tourists entering Ml aysi a.

These requests were anong matters brought up by visiting Indian Foreign
M ni ster Inder Kumar Gujral when he nmet Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mt oday.

Foreign Mnistry Undersecretary for East and South Asia Tunku Dat uk
Nazi hah Tunku Moharmed Rus said the nane of the Indian bank was not
mentioned but it would certainly be a governnent -sponsored bank.

"W will study India's request," she told reporters after the neeting
at Anwar's office at the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

GQujral, who arrived yesterday for a three-day visit, had earlier net
hi s Mal aysi an count erpart Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, Information M nister
Dat uk Mohaned Rahmat and Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel l u.

On the issue of visa for |Indian businessnen and tourists, Tunku Nazi hah
said the rules and regul ati ons were actually in place but the problemcould
be in inplenmentation. This would be | ooked i nto, she added.

On the question of Indian workers, she said the subject was not
di scussed but there could be a possibility of getting Indian professionals
i n devel opi ng research and technol ogy required by Ml aysi a.

"The thrust of the neeting was to explore and find ways of expanding
t he economi c and trade rel ati ons between the two countries...we wll
encourage our private sector to be involved in projects in India," she
sai d.

The I ndi an minister extended an invitation to Anwar to visit India
whi ch the Deputy Prine Mnister has accepted, she said.

Gujral also referred to the "Jawaharl al Nehru Award for Internationa
Under st andi ng" awar ded by the Indi an governnment to Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Tunku Nazi hah said she believed Dr Mahathir would visit New Del hi this
year to receive the award which is normally presented on Nov 14,

In June this year, the seven-nenber jury headed by Indian
Vi ce-President K R Narayanan had said Dr Mahat hir was chosen for the award
for his outstanding contribution in pronoting cl ose cooperation anong
devel opi ng countri es.

The jury nade the decision after careful consideration of the nunerous
nom nations received fromall over the world.

Naned after India's first Prime Mnister, the award carries a trophy,
1.5 million rupees (about RMLO7,000) in cash and a citation.

The award is adninistered by the Indian Council of Cultural Relations
of the Mnistry of External Affairs. -- BERRNAMA
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