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Mahat hi r-1 ndi a
MALAYSI A WANTS MORE LANDI NG RI GHTS AND EXPRESSWAY PRQIECTS

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

BANGALCRE, Dec 22 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an governnment is negotiating
for nore landing rights in India for Malaysia Airlines (MAS) to cope with
the increasing air traffic fl ow between the two countries, Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today.

Wil e the response fromthe Indian government had been encouragi ng
there were still sone details to be ironed out with its national carrier
Air India, he told a news conference, here, at the end of his official
visit to India.

Dr Mahathir said Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, who
acconpani ed himon the visit, was negotiating with the Indian authorities
on sonme package or code-sharing terns acceptable to both national airlines.

He hoped that when the negotiations were finalised MAS would be able to
fly to Bangal ore, the capital city of Karnataka, India's eighth | argest
state with a population of 50 mllion.

The introduction of nore flights would encourage greater flow of
tourists between the two countries and between India and the Asean region
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said his visit here had achieved its objective and he was
reassured by the new central governnment of India that there was no change
inlIndia s policy of open econony and the two countries could work cl osely
together to step up bilateral econonic cooperation

He said Mal aysia was keen to share its experience and participate in
the construction of privatised highways in |ndia.

He said negotiations were still in progress for Ml aysian conpanies to
participate in proposed tolled roads.

Because of the low volunme of traffic the period for toll collection by
conmpani es granted the concessi on should be | onger so that they could
recover their investnent, he said.

Dr Mahathir said during his talks with I ndian governnment |eaders and
captains of the industry, he invited Indian businessnen to use Ml aysi a as
the gateway to Asean -- the fourth largest trading entity, after the United
St ates, European Union and Japan, with exports worth nearly US300 billion
(RM750 billion).

VWile in Bangal ore, the prime mnister visited H ndustani Aeronautica
Ltd (HAL), Bharat Heavy Electrical Ltd (BHEL) and the | ndi an Space Research
Organi sation (Isro).

HAL is a maj or aeronautical conmpany with 55 years experience in design,
devl opnment, production and overhaul of a variety of mlitary and civil
aircraft, helicopters, power plants, avionics and associ ated systens of
Western and Russian origin.

BHEL i s an Indian industrial giant which has participated in power
generation projects in Ml aysia for the past 25 years.

BHEL's first involvenent in Ml aysia canme through an order of two 60 MW
boilers for the Port Di ckson power station fromthe then National
El ectricity Board (now Tenaga Nasional) in the early seventies and was
| ater involved in several power projects including the hydro-electric
projects in Perak and Sabah

On his visit to Isro, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was interested to build
mcro-satellite here

Replying to a question, he said Ml aysia had no plans at the nonment to
to launch its geo-stationary satellite as India was now | aunchi ng | ow



orbit satellite.

Mal aysi a m ght consider launching its satellite here once India had the
capacity to do so, he said. -- BERNAVA
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