04 JUN 1996
Mahat hi r - Ever est
MALAYSI A WANTS TO CONQUER WORLD S HI GHEST MOUNTAI N

KUALA LUMPUR, June 4 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad toni ght | aunched a national project ained at nmaki ng Mal aysia the
first Southeast Asian country to conquer Munt Everest, the world s highest
nmount ai n.

Under the Mal aysi a- Everest Project '97, a group of 20 nountain clinbers
will try to plant the Mal aysian flag at the peak of the 8,848m hi gh
mountain in May next year.

The project, estimated to cost RMA.5 million, is a brainchild of Dr
Mahat hir, who once said: "We nust have confidence to achieve all of our
dreans, this includes clinbing the Everest, sailing across the Pacific,
conquering the Arctic and Antarctic."

It is jointly organised by the Youth and Sports M nistry, Ml aysian
Cli mbi ng Associ ation and Sports and Cul ture Foundati on of Ml aysi a.

The ministry has all ocated RM300, 000 as pernmit paynment to the Nepa
governnent for the right to scale Mount Everest. The public and private
sectors have been asked to contribute to make up the bal ance.

O the 20 clinbers selected by the Ml aysi an C i nbi ng Association for
the expedition, only 12 will trek to the top part of the nmountain while the
rest will act as a back-up squad.

Various programes in preparation for the expedition started | ast year,
i ncl udi ng nountain-clinbing training at Shingri dacier in India and Munt
Cook Aspring in New Zeal and.

Sir Edmund Hillary and his gui de Tenzi ng Norgay Sherpa becane the first
persons to reach the peak of Munt Everest on May 29 1953. -- BERNAMA
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