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Mahat hi r - Canada ( Pi x)
MALAYSI A WVELCOVES CANADI AN COOPERATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 18 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia wel cones Canadi an
col | aboration with ASEAN s devel opnent efforts as well as its participation
in the ASEAN Regi onal Forum Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said today.

The Prime Mnister said with Socialist Vietnam now a nmenber of ASEAN,

t he grouping was optim stic that it woul d soon becone a famly of ten
countries, collectively a rich market and bl essed wi th abundant resources.

"Wth growi ng prosperity, the ASEAN Ten will be a bigger anchor for
peace and stability for the entire region. It speaks highly of Canada for
having the foresight to be engaged as a di al ogue partner froman early
date," he said at a dinner in honour of Canadian Prinme M nister Jean
Chretien at Sri Perdana here.

He sai d Canadi an col | aboration and participati on had been done on the
basis of partnership and full respect for the sensitivity and interest of
ASEAN.

"This is the way we expect of all those who wish to cooperate with
ASEAN, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia needed a | arge pool of trained and skil ful
professionals in its quest to becone a devel oped nation by 2020.

Wth the next century just around the corner, he said, the nomentum of
econom ¢ devel opnent and industrialisation was expected to increase,
openi ng up new opportunities for foreign investnment and participation.

"The door for Canadi an participation is always w de open," he said.

He said with the reservoir of goodw Il and understandi ng generat ed
t hrough years of cl ose cooperation, a strong foundation had been built on
whi ch Mal aysi a and Canada could further intensify their relations.

The Prime M nister said besides bilateral cooperation, both countries
had al so been cl osely engaged in comon endeavours in the interantiona
arena.

"W share many common interests, ranging fromthe need to strengthen
the role of the United Nations as a factor of global peace and stability to
the specific need to foster cooperative peace and prosperity in the
Asi a-Pacific region,"” Dr Mahat hir added.

In his speech, Chretien comended Ml aysia for the changes in the
country which had turned it into a nodern and outward-| ooking Islamc
country.

He said there was a ot of potential to devel op even stronger |inks
between the two countries.

Chretien hoped that Ml aysia would send nmore students to Canada to take
advantage of his country's world-class universities and technical coll eges.
-- Bernama
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