05 AUG 1996
Abdul | ah-Fiji
MALAYSI A WLL HELP FI JI OVER | NDI GENCUS PROBLEM

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 5 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia will continue to cooperate
with and help Fiji in drafting its new constitution, Foreign M nister Datuk
Abdul | ah Haji Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

He said Fijian Prime Mnister Sitiveni L. Rabuka had informed himthat
efforts were underway to draw up a new constitution for the republic.

"Ml aysi a has sent a |l egal expert to help themin this field,"” he told
reporters after attending a del egati on neeti ng between Mal aysia and Fiji in
the Prime Mnister's Departnent, here.

The hour-1ong neeting was chaired by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad and Rabuka after a private neeting between them

Rabuka, acconpani ed by his wi fe, Suluweti Rabuka, arrived here
yesterday | eadi ng an 18-nmenber del egation for a three-day visit ained at
further strengtening relations between the two countries.

Abdul | ah sai d Court of Appeal judge Datuk Dr Zakaria Mbhanmed Yati m had
been appointed international |egal counsel to the constitutional review of
Fiji for a year to help the Fijian government reviewits 1990 constitution
The appoi nt nent was funded by the Mal aysi an Techni cal Cooperation
Pr ogr amme.

Abdul l ah said Fiji's hope to rejoin the Commonweal th woul d be brighter
with the new constitution.

Mal aysi a hoped that Fiji would be re-accepted into the Commonweal t h but
it would take tine and support fromall the nenber nations.

Fiji was expelled fromthe Comonwealth in 1987 after the mlitary
regine | ed by Rabuka toppled Prine Mnister Tinobci Bavadra and the
I ndian-majority coalition in a coup and declared it a republic.

Asked whet her the Fijian governnment woul d use the Mal aysi an
constitution as a nodel for its constitution, Abdullah said Malaysia's
experience could serve as a guideline for the Fijians.

Di scussi ons on Ml aysi a's net hods whi ch had proven successful in
devel opi ng the bum puteras, especially in the economic field, were al so
gi ven enphasis and Fiji had expressed its intention to get Mal aysia' s help
inits study on its econony.

Abdul | ah sai d the 800,000 Fijian popul ati on was di vi ded into indigenous
Fijians and Indian Fijians. The indi genous econony | agged behi nd that of
the Fijians of Indian descent.

"Prime M nister Rabuka wants to do sonething to hel p the indi genous
Fijians. Malaysia is one of the countries successful in devel oping the
econony of the bumi puteras in various ways, either in the law, training or
establi shnent of certain institutions," he said.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir had suggested that Pernpdal an Nasi onal Berhad
(PNB) be one of the institutions to give aid to Fiji and he hoped t hat
Mal aysi an of ficers would i mredi ately follow up on this matter.

He said Dr Mahathir al so told Rabuka that Ml aysia constantly gave
serious attention to nations of the South Pacific and Fiji was an inportant
country.

Active rel ations between the two countries had been fostered since Dr
Mahathir's official visit to the republic in 1982 but bilateral trade had
not risen as quickly as hoped.

Abdul | ah said trade was in Fiji's favour as Mal aysi a bought 99.6 per
cent of its raw sugar or RMb2.7 million worth fromFiji |ast year. --
BERNAMA
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