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MALAYSI A' S SECOND SATELLI TE LAUNCHED

By: Azman U ang

KOQURQU (French CGuiana), Nov 14 (Bernama) -- Like the launch of shuttle
space m ssions that have captivated mllions for decades, Ml aysia' s second
satellite, Measat-2, began its 36,000kmjourney into orbit early Thursday
nmorni ng Mal aysian tine after its successful lift-off fromthe Kourou Space
Centre here

The | aunch, telecast "live" to Malaysia and w tnessed here by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamad Ali, Information M nister Datuk Mohanmed Rahmat and over 100 guests
from Ml aysia, al so positions Malaysia into satellite technol ogy race that
will have far-reaching effects in al nost every sphere of the daily Iives of
Mal aysi ans.

Even Opposition leader LimKit Siang, a man usually critical of
hi gh- cost projects, was there to witness the event which Dr Mahathir |ater
descri bed as another one that was doing the country proud.

Measat -2 blasted off with its Ariane 44L | aunch ship, blazing fire in
its trail to light up the clear night sky on the dot at 7.40pm (6. 40am
Thursday in Ml aysia), synbolising what its owner Binariang Sdn Bhd cal |l ed
a vision to revolutionise the lives of a billion people all over Asia well
into the 21st century.

Tension filled the atnosphere in the main control roomfromwhere the
guests wat ched sone 50 engi neers manni ng the control panels guide Flight 92
into space as the first 32 mnutes after lift-off was the nost critica
period in deternm ning the success or failure of such a | aunch.

It was exactly 32 minutes 11 seconds later that Flight 92 was decl ared
over, seven mnutes after Measat-2 separated fromits [aunch ship capsule.

Al so |l aunched in the same capsul e as Measat-2 was Arabsat 2B, owned by
the Arab League countri es.

At just 5 degrees north of the Equator, Kourou in French Guiana in the
nort heastern coast of South Anerica is an ideal |ocation for satellite
| aunches and hone to Ari anespace, the European consortiumthat specialises
in this business.

This is the 10th launch by Arianespace this year.

Launchi ng near the Equator reduces the energy required for orbit
manoeuvres, saves fuel and thus allows an increased satellite |ifespan with
a consequent inproved returns on investnent.

Measat -2, |ike Measat-1 that was | aunched fromhere in January, was
built by Hughes Space and Communi cati ons Conpany in Los Angel es and wil |
remain in service for over 11 years. Both satellites cost Binariang RV500
mllion to build, operate and | aunch.

The critical period of the |aunch over, Dr Mahathir, who had been in
deep concentration, cheered the success of the m ssion while sone Ml aysi an
guests held up a huge Mal aysian flag, just |ike football or badm nton fans
cheering their teans back hone.

Dr Mahathir said later that this was the first tinme he had w t nessed
the launch of satellites and admitted that the tension was too nuch for him
to bear.

"To be frank | was pessinmistic at first, because usually | amthe jinx.
That is why | never like to watch football or other sports nmatches as the
team | support would usually lose. But this time, | amhappy that it was a
success, " he said.

"I feel very happy and very relieved that it was over. | don't think I



can stand the tension because at ny age | shoul d expose nyself as little as
possi bl e to anything that induces tension,"” he said.

He al so commented favourably on the "rare" presence of LimKit Siang at
such a cerenony.

"I think it's good for himto conme and see that what we are doing is
for the good of Malaysia and | think he appreciates that too.

"Kit Siang understands alt hough he nmakes some noi ses in Parlianent,
critical of the governnent and critical of me. That is okay. | could nmake
friends with even ny enenies,” he added.

The Prinme M nister said Mal aysia was al ways keen to | earn nore about
space technol ogy, rockets and space vehicles, and woul d have to | earn about
t hese to make progress.

He said there were other spin-offs fromlearning such know edge and
hoped that Mal aysi a woul d one day be able to launch its own satellites.

Asked how Mal aysi ans coul d benefit fromthe satellite technol ogy which
conpani es like Binariang had ventured into, Dr Mahathir said it woul d be
used mainly for tel ecomuni cations and broadcasting for the nation to have
sone control over the contents of broadcast.

"W woul d have a say in what is being broadcast, otherwise we are only
on the receiving end. You know, it's not very satisfying or satisfactory to
just receive news as broadcast by other people. They have ot her agendas and
we shoul d determ ne that our own agendas be attended to," he said.

He said Mal aysia was al so working with foreign partners to devel op
mcro satellites, describing this as a new | earning process which is
important to the country.

Asked on the recent acquisition of British-based car maker Lotus by
Mal aysi an interests, he said it was not ained solely at reducing Malaysia's
current dependence on the Japanese for its car manufacturing technol ogy.

It had nore significance because Mal aysi a al ways wanted to do things on
its own and it was better for Malaysia to acquire technol ogy which ot her
peopl e al ready had.

"But fromthen on, we should try to advance and nmake our own
i nprovenments on the technol ogy that we acquire. W have benefited fromthe
Japanese and they have given us some technology. | don't see why we should
deprive ourselves of this opportunity to | earn from other sources and
don't think the Japanese woul d object.

"But, on the other hand, | think the connection with the Japanese is
useful because fromthem we could understand autonative engi neering and it
woul d be wong for us to discard one sinply because we have found anot her, "
he said. -- BERNAMA
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