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MALAYSI AN AND FI JI AN PRI VATE SECTORS URGED TO | NTERACT MORE

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 5 (Bernamm) -- Greater interactions and coll aboration
need to be encouraged between the private sectors of Fiji and Ml aysi a,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d tonight.

The Prime M nister said given the right incentives and support by both
governnents, greater efforts could be nmade to exploit the opportunities
avai |l abl e to further enhance nutual ly beneficial trade and econonic
col | aborati on between the two countries.

Bilateral trade between the two countries ambunted to RMB6.3 nillion
| ast year, still relatively small, he said at a di nner he hosted for
visiting Fijian Prime Mnister Sitiveni Rabuka at Sri Perdana.

Rabuka arrived yesterday for a three-day official visit.

Al so present at the dinner were Rabuka's wife Suluweti and Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali.

"Some big nanes |ike Berjaya G oup and Kuok Brothers have al ready nade
their presence felt in Fiji and Mal aysia. W are al so happy to see our
national car, the Proton Saga, nmaking inroads into the Fijian market," said
Dr Mahathir.

He said Malaysia is identifying new areas for technical cooperation to
better neet the needs and requirenments of both countries as well as
enhanci ng t he Sout h- Sout h cooperati on.

The present areas of cooperation between both countries include trade,

i nvestnent, technical, education, tourism agriculture, finance,
transportati on and def ence.

Dr Mahathir also said Malaysia is |ooking forward to wel cone Fiji back
into the Coomonweal th as early as possible so as to enable it to resune its
constructive role as a nenber of the organisation.

Rabuka, in his response, said Fiji |ooks forward to being accorded
observer status in Asean.

At present, Myanmar, Laos and Canbodi a hol d observer status in the
regi onal grouping.

"W feel that by greater participation, by greater interaction with
Asian states, there will be nutual benefit,"” he said.

He said Fiji aspired to be a nenmber of the Asia Pacific Economc
Cooperation (Apec) forumand the proposed East Asia Econom ¢ Caucus (EAEC)
nmoot ed by Dr Mahathir.

Rabuka said Fiji, with its vast natural resources such as tinber and
m nerals as well as an educated workforce, has adopted an open approach to
foreign investors and wel cones Mal aysi an enterprises and know how to help
i n devel opi ng the island nation.

He t hanked Mal aysia for its assistance in training Fijian mlitary
officers, civil servants, school principals and, npbst recently, the
secondnent of Hi gh Court judge Datuk Dr Zakaria Yatimto exami ne the report
of the Fijian Constitution Review Comr ssion.

In return, Rabuka said, Fiji wishes to offer its expertise to Ml aysia
in sports, especially rugby, in which his country excel s.

"W m ght be able to help you with a coach or two for your own teamin
your preparations for the Cormonweal th Ganes," he said.

Fiji is also ready to offer its English teachers to serve in Ml aysian
school s, he said. -- BERNAMA

RAZ CTL



	MALAYSIAN AND FIJIAN PRIVATE SECTORS URGED TO INTERACT MORE (Bernama 05/08/1996)

