26 DEC 1996
Host ages- Peru
MALAYSI AN EMBASSY OFFI CI ALS | N LI MA | NTENSI FY EFFORTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 26 (Bernama) -- Malaysian officials in Lim have
intensified efforts to secure the safe and early rel ease of Ml aysi an
anbassador Ahmad Mokhtar Sel at who is anpbng nore than a hundred host ages
hel d by Peruvi an rebels.

Mal aysi an anbassador to Brazil Datuk Zainal Abidin Zain, who is in
tenmporary charge of the enbassy in Peru, said he and ot her embassy
of ficials have been working hard to ensure Ahmad Mokhtar's early rel ease

"We hope that he will be rel eased as soon as possible," Zainal Abidin
told acting Foreign Mnister Datuk Abu Hassan Omar during an interview over
TV3's "Mal aysia Hari Ini" progranmne today.

Ahmad Mokhtar was anbng several hundred guests taken hostage by the
Tupac Amaru Revol utionary Movenent at a reception at the Japanese
anbassador's residence in Lima on Dec 17.

Kenji Hrata, the first secretary of the Japanese enbassy in Lina, is
the | atest hostage to be freed by the rebels. His rel ease at 5pmlocal tine
(4am Mal aysi an tine today) was due to his poor health.

Zai nal Abidin, when contacted in Lim today, said Foreign Mnister
Dat uk Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi, who | eft here yesterday on a special mssion
on the instruction of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, is
expected to arrive in Lima at 1.30amlocal tinme (2.30pm Mal aysian tine
t oday) .

Arrangenents have been made for Abdullah to call on Peruvian President
Al berto Fujinori and other Peruvian mnisters to hold discussions on the
hostage crisis and in particular to further intensify the efforts to secure
the safe and early rel ease of Ahnad Mokht ar.

Zai nal Abidin said Abdullah is expected to stay in the Peruvian capital
for two or three days.

Some 20 officials fromthe Peruvian Foreign Mnistry, including Foreign
M ni ster Franci sco Tudel a, are anong the 104 renai ni ng host ages. -- BERNAMA

ES RV CTL



	MALAYSIAN EMBASSY OFFICIALS IN LIMA INTENSIFY EFFORTS (Bernama 26/12/1996)

