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HOCH MNHCTY, Ct 20 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will continue to assi st
Vietnamin its devel opnent efforts and further enhance bil atera
relati onship, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi said today.

He said that the present level of bilateral ties was excellent
i ncludi ng the unique relationship between ruling parties of both countries.

"Mal aysia will continue to assist Vietnamin whatever way we can in the
various aspects of devel opnent,” he told Malaysian reporters at a news
conference here to mark the end of his four-day official visit to this
soci alist country.

He said during discussions with the top officials here, it was
i ndi cated that Vietnamhad | earned much fromthe Ml aysi an experience in
nati onal devel opnent.

The Vi et nanese si de al so wel coned nore Mal aysi an busi ness ventures and
i nvestnent including in the building and construction industry as the
governnent here was enbarki ng on a maj or housi ng programre especially for
the poor in the urban areas, he said.

"Mal aysi an conpani es should take up this opportunity in Vietnans
devel opnent efforts," he added.

Earlier, he attended a | uncheon hosted by the Mal aysian Cub of Ho Ch
Mnh City at a hotel here where he al so witnessed the signing of a
menor andum of under st andi ng (MoU) between Tei k Tatt Hol di ng of Ml aysi a and
Vi et nami s Suoi Tien Conpany to devel op a thene park here.

The Foreign M nister, acconpani ed by a 30-nmenber del egation including
busi nessnen, arrived in Hanoi Thursday for high-level talks with top
Vi et namese government officials. Vietnamis the first leg of his tour which
include visits to Myanmar and Canbodi a.

In the capital city, Abdullah jointly chaired the two-day second
Mal aysi a- Vi et nam Joi nt Commi ssion Meeting (JCM along with his counterpart
Nguyen Manh Cam

On the JCM he said, both sides had identified new areas of cooperation
to expand on the existing ties.

This include a proposal to set up a joint conmttee on agricultura
cooperation and formalise cooperation in banking and finance particularly
in training, he added.

He said one outstanding issue in the past that was an irritant was the
boat peopl e probl em and added that that matter had been resol ved except for
the remaining 17 boat people with "nationality status” probl ens.

The agenda of the JCM covered all aspects of relations between Ml aysi a
and Vi etnam the youngest Asean partner which joined the regional grouping
in July last year.

I n Hanoi, Abdullah nade courtesy calls on Prine Mnister Vo Van Ki et
and General Secretary of the Commrunist Party of Vietnam Do M. |In Ho Chi
Mnh City, the Foreign Mnister had discussions with the city's Acting
Chai rman of the People's Commttee Vo Viet Thanh

Mal aysia is the seventh largest investor with a total of about US$920
mllion in 49 projects.

Since establishing its resident enbassy in Hanoi in 1976,

Mal aysi a-Vi etnamrel ations i nproved steadily in particular over the | ast
few years reflected in the exchange of a nunber of high level visits

i nvol ving the Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, Prinme M nister Vo Van Kiet and party | eader Do



Moi .

The inaugural neeting of the Ml aysi a- Vi et nam Joi nt Conmi ssi on was hel d
i n Kuala Lunmpur in Septenber |ast year, two nonths after Comruni st Vietnam
j 0i ned Asean. -- BERNAMA
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