29 JUN 1996
Anwar - Ent r epr eneur s
MALAYSI AN MALAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TOLD TO STUDY GOVERNMENT POLI Cl ES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 29 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mtoday proposed that the Ml aysi an Mal ay Chanber of Commerce
set up a secretariat to study the various governnent policies to ensure
that they are inline with the country's objective to produce dynam c
Bumi put era entrepreneurs.

Anwar, who is Finance Mnister, said that he would raise the matter
with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad before seeking the
Cabi net' s approval

Openi ng the Chamber's 31st annual general neeting here, he said that
rel evant government agencies woul d al so be directed to hold di scussi ons
with the Chanber to hel p overcone problens faced by Bumi putera
entrepreneurs.

The new approach woul d enabl e the governnment obtain feedback fromthe
Chanber to assist inits efforts to set up a Buniputera Industrial and
Conmrer ci al Conmunity, he added.

Al so present were Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned and the Chanber's president, Tan Sri Yahya Ahmad.

Earlier in his speech, Yahya suggested that a nechanismbe set up to
moni tor the inplenmentation of relevant poli cies.

He said that the Chanber was prepared to carry out such functions and
report to Umo and the governnent any weaknesses and shortcom ngs that
woul d hi nder the attai nnent of the nation's objective.

Anwar said that the secretariat should al so deterni ne whet her
Bum put er a- owned congl oner at es have sufficiently carried out their social
responsibilities to the comunity including creating econon c opportunities
to Bumi puteras.

He criticised several such conglonerates which tend to set up a | arge
nunber of subsi diaries whereas opportunities could be offered to other
Bumi put er as.

The governnment adopts a positive approach towards the successes of such
congl onerates, expecting themto also adopt a simlar approach towards
their social responsibilities, he said.

The tine has cone for such conglonerates to discard the tendency of
basing all their noves and actions on profits to be nade, he added.

Anwar said other countries have | aws to ensure that congl onerates
assi st entrepreneurs in starting snmall ventures.

He said that although there are no such laws in the country,
congl oner at es shoul d have a wi der agenda.

Successful Bum putera entrepreneurs should actively assist the
governnent in its responsibility to help other entrepreneurs upgrade their
capabilities, he added.

Anwar said that the government would not shirk its responsibility as it
is along way before the objective of producing dynam c Buni putera
entrepreneurs coul d be achi eved.

Efforts to upgrade the capabilities of Bum putera entrepreneurs needed
to be intensified because although sone have been successful, they are
generally still far behind, he added.

Anwar al so criticised several governnent agencies set up to assi st
Bum puteras claimng to inplenment neasures for the sake of Bumi puteras but
were actually of no benefit to them

As an exanpl e, he said, an agency which was all ocated RM6O million,



used up RMA0 million for other purposes including its own operations and to
acquire equi pnent.

The agency, identified as "Agency X', only spent RMO nillion for the
pur poses i ntended, he said.

Anwar however said that the governnent would not yet close down such
agenci es al though they have not net their objectives.

He denied talk that he and Dr Mahathir planned to transfer the funds of
such agencies to projects |ike the Bakun hydroel ectric project and the
Kual a Lunpur City Centre project.

Anwar | ater witnessed the signing of a nenorandum of understandi ng
bet ween t he Chanber and Universiti Ml aya under which the university wll
assi st the Chanber in human resources devel opnent .

The MoU was signed by Yahya and the university's vice chancell or, Datuk
Dr Abdul | ah Sanusi Ahnad. -- BERNAMA
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