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By: Rachman Nordin

CONAKRY, Nov 7 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today wit nessed the signing of an agreenent involving Tel ekom
Mal aysi a Ber had which sets out to hel p make Gui nea's tel ecommuni cati ons
facilities the best in West Africa within three years.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, is on
the third of a four-day official visit here.

Al t hough brief, the signing cerenony bore great significance in that it
mar ked Tel ekom Mal aysi a' s pioneering effort in West Africa to nodernise
Gui nea' s tel ecomruni cati ons systemwhi ch has been derelict for the past
t hree decades.

Dr Mahathir wi tnessed Sotel gui (Socite Tel ecommunication de Guinea), in
whi ch Tel ecom Mal aysi a has a 60 per cent stake, signed the agreenent with
Pul au Pi nang- based Al catel Network Systens (Ml aysia) Sdn Bhd.

Mal aysi an officials said the agreement covers the supply, delivery and
comm ssioning of an international tel ephone exchange and rel ated services
for Sotelgui in a deal costing US$1 million (RM2.5 nillion).

They sai d the agreenent al so neant provision of an additional 2,000
trunk circuits to boost Quinea's international tel ecomunications facility.

Tel ekom Mal aysi a's stake in Sotel gui anpbunts to an investnent of US$45
mllion (RML12.5 million) while the Guinean governnent's 40 per cent share
inthe newy privatised conpany is in the formof its assets. Tel ekom
Mal aysia first ventured into the country in March this year

Sot el gui - Al catel agreenent signing in the norning is one of three
private sector accords and Menorandum of Understandi ng whi ch Dr Mahat hir
Wi t nessed t oday.

At a separate function |later today, Dr Mahathir also w tnessed the
signing of an agreenent between Padi Beras Nasional Berhad and the Gui nean
governnent to set up a conpany to devel op the country's rice industry with
a start-up investnment of US$3.4 million (RVMB.5 million) with Bernas hol ding
80 per cent of the stake and the rest by the Gui nean governnent.

Bernas will introduce nodern padi farmng and rice mlling on a
1, 800- hectare site in Monchon, about 200km from here.

After calling on Speaker of the Guinean Parlianent Boubacar Diallo, Dr
Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah were entertained to a private |uncheon by
Presi dent Lansana Conte at the President's orchard in Dubreka, 45kmfrom
here. --BERNAMVA
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