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A Ber nanma Year - Ender
MALAYSI AN WOVEN GETTI NG MORE RECOGNI TI ON THI' S YEAR

By: NN ZAI RANI MOHD ALI
KUALA LUMPUR: Mal aysi an wonmen are continuing to make their presence
felt in all spheres of the nation's life.

CGone are the days when they were regarded as "belonging to the hone" to
merely care for the husband and famly.

Though they still play the key role in the carrying out their
traditional duties as wives and nothers, their involvenent in various
national activities is being given due recognition and acknow edgenment by
t he Governnent and Non- Governnental Organisations (NGOs).

This is evident fromthe appoi ntnent of wonen to key posts in the
public sector. One exanple is the appoi ntrment of ACP Korai za Abdul | ah, 52,
as Georgetown OCPD i n Penang | ast August, making her the first woman to
hol d such a high ranking post in the 189-year-old history of the Royal
Mal aysi an Police Force

Wonren, her appointnent inplies, can al so handl e the tough and
chal l enging job of battling crine.

Indirectly, the appointnent of Koraiza, born to a police officer in
Al or Gaj ah, Mel aka, has | aos given wonen officers the inpetus to strive for
hi gh posts in the police force.

But one is tenpted to ask why it took nearly two centuries for a wonan
of ficer to becone an OCPD and whet her there were no capabl e ones
previously.

The answer, in the words of Deputy Director of Managenent
(Administration) SAC 1| Syed Abdul Rahman, was that the appoi nt ment was
made based on t he outstandi ng performance by Koraiza since joining as an
officer in 1961

He said the force gave equal opportunites to all its personne
i ncl udi ng wonen, but the problemwas finding suitable candi dates for the
i nportant post of OCPD

As OCPD Korai za has 70 officers and 1275 ot her ranks under her charge
with the task of stanping out illegal lotteries, secret societies, dadah,
and deat hs on the road besides the other conmon crines.

Per haps dedi cated wonen police officers are nore content with the added
roles as wife and not her, instead of being serious career wonen.

Anot her wonman who is often in the linelight these days is Marina
Mahat hir for her involvenent in social activities, especially the anti-AlDS
pr ogr anme.

The daughter of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Mhamad, Marina
has won admiration fromNGOs, both locally and overseas, for her relentless
contributions to the Al DS awar eness canpai gns.

On the political front, the role played by wonmen has | ong won
recognition with their appointnments as Mnisters or Deputy Mnisters,
Parliamentary Secretaries and Suprenme Council nenbers of their respective
parties.

A significant devel opment was in UVNO when a veteran wonen | eader of 12
years, Rafidah Aziz, lost the Wanita top post to Datuk Siti Zaharah
Sulaiman in the recent party el ections.

Is this ouster of Rafidah an indication of the changes that wonmen are
seeki ng? The reply by Siti Zaharah who is Deputy Health minister is that
"wonen need a change in direction for a better future and it is the
responsibility of the Wanita head to |l ead the way."

According to her, the novenent will be given a "jolt in the arnf to



meet the new chal | enges facing the nation.

In the past, she said, the directions for Wanita UVNO had been vague
making it difficult to fultil the needs and aspirations of nmenbers in
particul ar and wonen in general.

Anot her chal l enge facing wonen is to ensure that their rights and
wel fare continue to be protected and given due attention. In this context,
the governnment is leading the way by reviewing all |aws that discrimnate
agai nst wonen.

As for those under the Hukum Syarak or Islam c |aws, especially the one
pertaining to the age of consent, they are being studied.

Anot her testinony of the changes to protect wonen was the directive
i ssued by Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimlast August,
calling for a review of the enforcenent of Islamc |aws i n Mahkamah
Syari ah. What was nost sinificant was that he nade the announcenent during
Hari Wanita cel ebrations.

The controversial topic has been discussed for a very long tine wthout
firmaction though wonen have been saying that the i ssue of divorce and
mai nt enance has not been favourable to them

Anong their common grouses agai nst the Syariah Court is that they have
towait along time to get justice. They also found the treatnent unfair
and the decisions usually in favour of the nen.

The governnment's efforts to seriously review these problens faced by
Musl i mworren, especially divores without trial and failure to get
mai nt enance al | onance, are therefore considered tinely.

Al t hough Mal aysi a can be pround of the practice of Islanmic |aws, there
will be no nmeaning if they fall short in justice to wonen.

Mal aysi an wonen on the whol e can be proud of their involvenment in

various fields but there is still roomfor further progress.

Admittedly, many hold high posts but when counted agai nst the nmen their
i nvol venment in key deci sion-making portfolios is still Iacking. Wnmen
| eaders have to address this nmatter seriously, and quickly too, as the gap
can only widen if allowed to continue. -- Bernana
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