16 MAY 1996
MALAYSI AN- MADE TV ASSEMBLER PI NNI NG HOPES ON LOCAL MARKET

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, May 16 (Bernama) -- Anggun Permai |ndustries Sdn Bhd, the
assenbl er of a Mal aysi an-nmade tel evision and hone theatre system whi ch nade
waves in Russia and Uzbeki stan, is now pinning hopes on the | ocal market.

"W hope to get sone credit facility from Mal aysi an banks to enabl e us
to expand and mar ket our products aggressively both overseas and locally,"”
executive director Tengku Ngah Putra bin Tengku Ahmad Taj uddin tol d Bernanma
in Zagreb, Croatia, recently.

Anggun Pernmai was one of 28 Mal aysi an conpani es which took part in the
five-day Mal aysian Products '96 Exhibition in Zagreb fromApril 16,
organi sed by the Ml aysi a External Trade Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade).

I n Zagreb, Anggun Permai signed a Menmorandum of Understanding with Niva
Trgovina for the assenbling and distribution of the "N kont systemin
Croatia, witnessed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad during
his one-day official visit to the republic.

Under the MOU, Anggun Permai will supply conponents and transfer
technol ogy to Niva which has a factory in Zagreb. Initially, Anggun Pernai
wi Il despatch 2,000 TV sets of various sizes - 14", 20", 21" and 29" - and
the hone theatre systemto Niva.

However, this depended on approval of its loan application from
Mal aysi an banks, Tengku Ngah Putra said, adding that he would foll ow up
with Matrade on the | atest devel opnent.

Fol l owi ng the MOU, he hoped to sign a joint venture agreenment with N va
but, for the nonment, it was finalising some terns and conditions for the
project in which Anggun Permai would hold a nmajority stake.

He said the conpany, which had been operating largely from
internally-generated funds and partly from bank | oans, woul d have to secure
further financial support from Mal aysi an banks and tax exenption fromthe
governnent to enbark on a nore aggressi ve expansi on canpai gn

In the Klang Valley, the conpany's Ni kombrand is known to consuners of
el ectroni c goods, supplied direct to dealers fromits factory in Klang.

The Ni kom TV sets and home theatre system were conparatively cheaper
t han ot her brands, he said.

The conpany has been receiving orders from Sabah, Pahang, Pul au Pi nang
but had to decline due to financial constraints.

"I have big plans in Mal aysia, to introduce nmy brand nane to Mal aysi a
now that | have gone to Croatia, Russia and Uzbeki stan,"” Tengku Ngah Putra
sai d.

Enqui ri es have al so been received fromlran, Kuwait, Slovenia,
Macedoni a, Germany and Bosni a.

For the noment, Anggun Permai, woul d concentrate on the narkets in
Croatia, Russia and Uzbekistan and participate in trade pronotions
organi sed by both Matrade and the Mnistry of International Trade and
I ndustry to pronote the conpany's TV sets and hone t heatre system

Anggun Permai was originally a dormant conpany when Tengku Ngah Putra,
28, and his younger brother acquired it in early 1992 and turned it into a
trading firm selling Ml aysian-nade chocol ate wafers and candy to the
Russi an mar ket .

H's entry into Russia was made possi ble through an official fromthe
Russi an government whom he knew i n Singapore in 1992 when he started his
feeder business in Pasir Gudang.

Ei ght nmonths after trading with the Russians, Tengku Ngah Putra was



invited to Siberia by which tine he had ventured into assenbling N kom
products. A contract was signed with Nizhl Tagil of Russia that year for
technol ogy transfer.

He said: "Wien we sent our TVs to Siberia, we didn't know that the
triple A-size battery, used in our renote controll unit, was unavail abl e
there. By then, our Russian partner had already sold the TV sets to its
cust oners

"As the air freight was expensive, we decided to hand carry 10, 200
batteries (300 kg) from Ml aysi a."

It was a bad start for himand his technical engineer. Both of them
were injured when they fell down sone steps nade slippery by the snowin
Si beri a.

Tengku Ngah Putra said the going was i ndeed tough but within three
nmont hs he succeeded in selling the TV sets and technol ogy to the Russian
conpany with the first export shipnent of 420 units.

Anggun Pernmai has al so received orders for 50,000 sets worth RMLO
mllion fromN zhl Tagil of Russia and another 10,000 units worth RML. 3
mllion fromits Uzbeki stan partner, Photon Ltd of Tashkent, follow ng the
signing of sale and purchase agreenents | ast year. -- BERNAMVA
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