10 NOV 1996
Deepaval i - Roundup
MALAYSI ANS FLOCK TO OPEN HOUSES FOR DEEPAVAL

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 10 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysians of the Hi ndu faith today
cel ebrated Deepavali on a noderate scale.

The "Festival of Lights" was observed in a harnoni ous at nosphere with
t he Mal ays, Chinese and other races visiting their Indian friends and
col | eagues to wi sh them Happy Deepavali .

Li ke other festivals in Ml aysia, open houses were held to wel cone
visitors and wel | -wi shers.

Wrks Mnister and M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu hosted an
open house at the Chong Hwa Chi nese | ndependent Secondary School at Jal an
| poh here.

H's party deputy Datuk S. Subramani am who is the Deputy M nister of
Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs, entertained well-w shers at his
resi dence in Petaling Jaya

About 1,500 people were at the Parti Gerakan open house at the party's
headquarters in Jalan Pudu U u here.

Wel | -known filmdirector Datuk L. Krishnan al so held an open house for
600 orphans and the |l ess fortunate at the St John Institution here.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwere anong the
Mal aysi ans who visited Indian | eaders cel ebrating the occasi on.

Anwar, with his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Ismail, called at
Sany Vel lu's open house where he was given the honour of cutting the
Deepaval i cake for all the guests.

Anwar |eft after 45 nminutes for the open house of Subramaniamin
Pet al i ng Jaya.

Al so present at the open houses of both M C | eaders were Transport
M ni ster and MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, Umo Wanita chi ef
and Deputy Health Mnister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man, Youth and Sports
M ni ster Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin, Entrepreneur Devel opment M ni ster Datuk
Must apa Mbhamad and several other Cabinet mnisters.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is away on official
visits to west African countries.

Many peopl e took advantage of the | ong weekend holiday to return to
their kanmpungs or check into holiday resorts.

I n PERAK, thousands of Hindus thronged the tenples this norning to
of fer their prayers.

Besi des the traditional rites of an oil bath before going to the
tenmple, the eldest son in the famly was also required to break a coconut
as of ferings.

Meanwhi | e, open houses were held to wel cone visitors fromall races in
the true Mal aysian tradition.

The fanmily of Perak M C chief Datuk K. Kumaran hosted a Deepavali open
house at Dewan Merdeka in Tapah yesterday. Kumaran, who is Deputy Rura
Devel opnent M ni ster and Tapah MP, is acconpanying Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on his official visit to west African countries.

Perak M C deputy chief Datuk G Rajoo will host an open house in his
constituency at Dewan Besar Sungai Surmun fromd4pmto 6pm Rajoo is Hutan
Mel i nt ang assenbl yman.

State MC Information Chief S. Veerasinghamw |l also hold an open
house on Wednesday in his constituency in Sungkai from3pmto 6pm

In KEDAH, several M C | eaders held open houses to entertain guests and
wel | -w shers



State M C chairman S. Saravanan, who is also State Executive Councillor
for Wrrks, received visitors at his residence in Sungai Petani.

In MELAKA, Hindus flocked to tenples this norning today to offer their
prayers before hol di ng open houses to receive friends and wel | -w shers at
their hones.

State M C chief R Raghavan, who is Bukit Asahan assenbl yman,
entertai ned state executive councillors, politcal party |eaders, departnent
heads and comunity | eaders at his open house in Jasin.

The Mel aka Zoo, Crocodile Park, Butterfly Park, Ayer Keroh Recreationa
Park, the Historical Conplex at Bandar Hilir, Kl ebang and Tanjung Kling
beaches were a hive of activity since yesterday as hundreds of visitors
t ook advantage of the public holiday today and the | ong weekend to visit
t hese pl aces.

In PERLIS, the drizzle in the norning did not danper the people to
attend the open house of the Perlis Tam | Youth Bell Cub chairman S
Subramani am at Taman Choo Kee, near Kangar.

State M C Youth vice-head S. Sreetharan and Information chief K S
Mani am woul d hol d open houses at their respective residence in Arau and
Tel ok Kachang toni ght.

In SHAH ALAM Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihanmad Muhamad Tai b and
Heal th M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng were anong the hundreds of guests who
attended t he open house of Health Mnistry parlianmentary secretary Datuk M
Mahal i ngamin his residence at Section 7.

State Executive Councillor for Unity and Consuner Affairs S. S
Raj agopal hel d an open house at SRIK (T) Batu Enpat, Jal an Bukit Keruni ng,
Kl ang.

State Legislative Assenbly Speaker Datuk Haji Onn Ismail and Barisan
Nasi onal assenbl ynen were anpong t hose present at the open house.

Many of the Hi ndus, when interviewed, said the country's good economic
showi ng enabl ed themto cel ebrate Deepavali on a grand scal e as conpared to
previ ous years.

In JOHOR BAHARU, people of all races ushered in the Deepaval
cel ebrations by visiting friends and col | eagues.

Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani G hman and his wife Prof Dr Jam | ah
Ariffin attended the open house of Johor M C chief Datuk K S Bal akri snan

Meanwhi | e, the people here took advantage of the public holiday and
| ong weekend to flock to the Lido beach with their famlies. -- BERNAMA
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