02 JUN 1996

MALAYSI ANS SHOULD LEARN MORE LANGUAGES- LAM THYE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 2 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s vi ews on the inportance of the English | anguage in this age of
sci ence and technol ogy have the support of Land and General Conpany (LANG
Educati on Board Menber Datuk Lee Lam Thye.

Dr Mahathir stressed the inportance of mastering English when pledging
loyalty to the Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Jaafar, on behalf of the
government and people at |Istana Negara on His Majesty's official birthday,
yest er day.

Supporting Dr Mahathir's views, Lee in a statenent today said that
know edge of only one | anguage was not adequate to neet the chall enges of
progress and devel opnent and to strive towards becomng a fully devel oped
nation by the year 2020.

He sai d know edge of English should be enphasized as it was not only
the international |anguage of science and technol ogy but also inportant in
human resour ce devel opnent and conmerce.

In addition, he said Ml aysians should not only be bilingual in Bahasa
Mal aysi a and English but try to be trilingual because know edge in a third
| anguage woul d be a val uabl e asset to the individual.

For exanple, he said, Ml aysians |ooking for business deals with China,
a fast devel oping market in Asia, would find it vital to have nastery of
Mandar i n and ot her Chi nese | anguages.

Lee, who is also a social activist said that the education policy
shoul d al ways encourage students to | earn other |anguages so that they can
acquire nore know edge and keep up with the | atest devel opnents in the
field of science and technol ogy. - - BERNAVA
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