23 MAY 1996
Malta-Visit
MALTA OFFERS FREE- PORT SERVI CES TO LOCAL EXPORTERS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 23 (Bername) -- Malta is offering its free port as a
distribution centre for Ml aysi an goods to the European nmarket, its Finance
M ni ster, John Dalli, said today.

He said Mal aysi an exporters would benefit fromutilising the Maltese
port which offered cost-effective operations and better facilitaties.

"Today, Ml aysian exporters are using Rotterdamas their distribution
centre,"” he told reporters after calling on Finance M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimat his office, here.

Dalli, who is here on a one-day visit, later had [ unch with Anwar and
the mnistry's officers.

"The reason of the visit is to nmake ny own apprai sal on the devel opnent
of Malaysia and to find ways for cooperation between both countries,”" he
sai d.

Dal |'i said another area of cooperation which Malta was | ooking into
wi th Mal aysi a was nanufacture of port equi pnment and facilities such as
cranes.

He said Malta presently exported port cranes to Britain and the Bahamas
and was | ooking forward to devel oping joint ventures w th Ml aysi an
conmpani es to supply the equi pnent in the region.

"Wth the devel opnent in the Ml aysian port sector, there is a big
mar ket in crane production to generate in the region," he added.

Dal i described the present volume of trade between Malta and Ml aysi a
as "very low, as Malta is a small country”. He added that with the
cooperation with Ml aysia, Mltese businessnen could benefit by having a
better entry-point to the Asian market.

He said the half-hour nmeeting with Anwar focussed on ideas to start the
cooperation.

"It is very well received...naturally the ideas and inpl enentations
need to be studied thoroughly,” he added.

The republic of Malta, which consists of Malta, Gozo, Comi no and two
uni nhabi ted islands, is situated in the nmiddl e of the Mediterranean Sea.

The national |anguage is the Maltese | anguage, but both Miltese and
English are the official |anguages.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was in Malta [ ast April
to deliver a keynote address at the Commobnweal th Association for Public
Admi ni stration and Managenent's second bi enni al conference. -- BERNAMA
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