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MAN LCST | N BEI JI NG HAPPY TO BE HOME

By: Jackson Sawat an

KOTA KI NABALU, Cct 6 (Bernama) -- Wen 78-year-old Yong M ng Sing, who
went mssing for six days in Beijing, saw the picture of Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad at the Mal aysi an enbassy there on Wednesday,
he knew he had gone to the right place to seek assistance to return hone.

He al so knew that he would soon be with his famly in his honetown,
Penampang, near here, and that his ordeal after being separated froma
48- menber tour group from Sabah, including his fam |y nmenbers, was about to
end.

"When | reached the enbassy, | saw Dr Mahathir's picture, and | said
happi | y
-- Yes...that is the picture of ny Prime Mnister," Yong sai d when
met at the MCA Penanpang Division office near here after returning from
Bei jing |l ast night.

Recal I ing his 130-hour ordeal, Yong said he was separated fromthe tour
group on the afternoon of Sept 26 when he joined the group for a visit to
the Summer Pal ace, a popul ar tourist spot near Beijing city.

"While there, | took a wal k around the area and then | realised that |
was not with the group anynore. | waited outside the Sumer Pal ace thinking
that they would cane back and fetch me but they did not turn up. | ended up

sl eeping at a five-foot way near the Sumrer Pal ace. It was raining at that
time," he said.

Yong said: "I woke up the next day and decided to wal k along a nain
road that mght take ne to Beijing city centre. The journey took a few
hours and | fell asleep by the roadside in the evening and only woke up the
next norning."

Yong said he reached Beijing city the third day and wal ked around the
city where he nmet a hawker who helped himto find a place to sleep for two
ni ghts.

"When he asked where | canme from | said, fromApi-Api (Kota Kinabal u)
in Sabah but he did not know the place, so | bought a nmap and poi nted at
t he Sabah state," he said.

On Cct 2, the man brought himto the Ml aysi an enbassy where he was
given a proper place to stay and subsequently sent hone yesterday.

He said he was happy to return honme and be with his fam |y again but
woul d not be going on any overseas trip in the future.

"BEven if you give ne a hundred thousand ringgit, I will never again go
for an overseas trip. But if | have a chance to travel outside Sabah, it
will only be within Ml aysia," he said.

The group departed for Beijing fromhere on Sept 25 and arrived at
about 6.30am and went to Ti ananmen Square after breakfast and | ater checked
in at the Mandarin Hot el

Yong's daughter, lrene Yong, said just after lunch, they were taken on
a coach to the Sumrer Pal ace and were told to reassenbl e by 4.30pm when
they realised that Yong was not with them

She said a representative of the tour agent refused to wait for her
father despite their pleas and she and the rest of the Yong famly were
told not to worry as the police would bring himback to the hotel.

Not satisfied with the explanation, she and the other fanm |y nenbers
returned to the Sunmer Pal ace to search for Yong, but failed to locate him

The famly then |l odged a report with the Beijing police and the
Mal aysi an enbassy on Sept 27 and then returned hone on Sept 30.



She expressed di ssatisfaction over the nmanner the tour organiser
handl ed the incident, saying that the tour organi ser should have granted
their request to wait for Yong when they realised that he was m ssing. --
BERNAMA
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