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MANI LA DI ALOGUE TO STRENGTHEN M SI A- PHI LI PPI NES PARTNERSHI P

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- The Manil a Di al ogue which will be
held fromMNov 23 to Nov 25 in the Philippines prior to the Asia Pacific
Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) heads of governnents neeting will focus on
strengt heni ng Mal aysi a- Phi | i ppi nes partnership

Besides this, it would endeavour to enhance busi ness and economi ¢
cooperation, as well as encourage nore joint-ventures and strategic
i nvest nents between entrepreneurs fromboth countries, said the chairmn of
Paci fi ¢ Basin Economi ¢ Council (PBEC) Ml aysia, Tan Sri Basir |snail

He said this during a signing cerenpny between sponsors of the Dial ogue
and organi sers, The Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI) and PBEC
her e today.

The sponsors for the Dial ogue are Sinme Darby Bhd, Renong Bhd, Metropl ex
Bhd, MBf Group, Leader Universal Hol di ngs Bhd, Waterfront G oup and
Berj aya/ Cosway Phillipines Inc.

In conjuction with the event, to be officiated by Prinme M nister, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, is the |l aunching of the Philippines-Ml aysia
Busi ness Counci | .

He said both Mal aysian and the Philippine governnents have high
expectations of the ability of the two councils to pronote greater
awar eness and forge a nore open and neani ngful partnership between the
public and private sectors concerning the vast potential which exist in the
areas of commerce, trade i nvestnent and tourism

"There are |l ot of opportunities that we shoul d take advant age of,
especially down south (of the Philippines)," Basir said.

Mal aysia is one of the largest investors and the Philippines Board of
I nvest ments had al ready approved RW82.5 million worth of investnents.

The Di al ogue will include speakers Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, economi ¢ advi ser
to the governnment and al so Enci k Roberto R Romul o, the fornmer secretary of
foreign affairs, Philippines.

The Ml aysi an private sector will see the representati on of executive
chai rman of Renong, Tan Sri Halim Saad, chairnman of DRB-H com G oup, Tan
Sri Yahaya Ahmad and group chief executive of Sine Darby Bhd, Datuk N k
Mohamad Ni k Yaacob. - - BERNANVA
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