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BOSTON, Sept 25 (Bernamm) -- A private university which will
concentrate on research and devel opnent (R&D) in science and technol ogy is
bei ng pl anned for establishnment in Malaysia with help fromthe world
renowned engi neering studies centre -- Massachusetts Institute of
Technol ogy (M T).

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who visited the MT here
on Tuesday, was briefed on the plan and he expressed support for this
effort by the private sector.

Sar awak entrepreneur Datuk Effendi Norwawi, who is chief executive of
Encorp Group, and Sapura Hol di ngs chairman Tan Sri Shansuddi n Abdul Kadir
are the prinme novers of this anbitious educational project schedul ed to be
| aunched next year.

Ef fendi, who acconpanied Dr Mahathir on his visit tothe MT, told
journalists that the Sel angor governnent had agreed in principle to provide
a site for the university.

The M T had agreed to help in the planning and provision of the
i nfrastructure and supply the faculty menbers and scientists.

"If everything goes well, we hope to begin post-graduate programes for
| ocal university graduates next year so that research and devel opnent
activities can begin quickly," Effendi said.

He said the university woul d be named Mal aysia University of Science
and Technol ogy or MJST, and the pronoters hoped to nmake it a centre of
excel l ence in engineering, science and technol ogy not only for Ml aysia but
al so the Asi an region.

He said MT was chosen as the partner in the project because of its
excellent record in R&D engi neering activities which have produced hundreds
of business enterprises.

"The MT has close links with the industrial sector and the project we
are planning can becone a nodel for emulation," Effendi said.

He said the MJUST project is non-comercial and non-profit notivated and
is nmore of a national project by the private sector to strengthen the
country's position in science and technol ogy.

Dr Mahathir was wel coned to the MT by its president Dr Charles M Vest
who | ater briefed himon its organi sational set-up and activities.

The Prime M nister, who was acconpani ed by his wife Datin Paduka Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, later visited the nedia | aboratory to see research
activities to produce tools to think with, such as conputer ganes for
children. -- BERNAMA
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