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GURUN, Cct 3 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanad
want s Mal aysi ans to continue to acquire know edge in the industrial field
to spur the country's industrialisation process.

Such know edge woul d enabl e Mal aysia to becone an industrialised nation
and change its inmage as an agricultural country.

"W need only have a bit of confidence to achieve this aspiration,” he
sai d when openi ng the Mtosi kal dan Enjin Nasional Sdn Bhd (Modenas)
factory and | aunchi ng the national notorcycle, "Kriss", produced by
Mbdenas, here.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Modenas's success should notivate the country to
venture into new fields including the manufacture of electrical househol d
appl i ances.

He said al though in the begi nnining many were doubtful of the country's
ability to produce its own notorcycle despits its success in producing the
national car, Mddenas' success today was proof that Ml aysi ans could do
what ever they want ed

He prai sed Mbdenas for its joint venture with Kawasaki Heavy |Industries
and Ni ssho Iwai Corporation of Japan as it involved the transfer of
t echnol ogy which benefitted the country.

He said the joint venture, which included Khazanah Nasi onal Bhd, was
better than that for the production of the national car because the
Mal aysi an partners were given an opportunity to virtually inplenment the
whol e project including the design of the factory and the notorcycle.

Modenas had proven that it was capable of the task and this showed t hat
Mal aysi a was no | ess capabl e than the devel oped countries, he said.

He said that where previously people felt that only the West had the
capability and engi neering expertise, Japan and Korean had proven that they
too had the skills.

Now it was Malaysia's turn to show others that it too was capabl e of
produci ng products previously considered an inpossibility, he said.

The prime mnistr, however, reninded the people that Ml aysia's success
inthe industrial field and the prosperity it enjoyed now were the result
of the peace in the country and the good rel ati onship anong the
conmuni ti es.

He said that |ike other projects, the Mddenas project reflected the
government's aspiration to distribute the wealth and share the success with
all the races.

For exanpl e, he said, the establishnent of Mddenas had i ncreased the
nunber of bumi putera notorcycle distributors fromonly one per cent
previously to nine per cent now.

The industry al so gave the people of all races a chance to take up
busi ness, especially in the vendor systemto supply conponents to the
Mbdenas factory, besides creating job opportunies.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent would ensure that the country's wealth
was fairly distributed so it it would continue to be peaceful, the people
woul d |ive confortably and the country would in turn devel op nore rapidly.

"When the country gets nore devel oped and achi eves the Vision 2020
obj ectives, the people can be on par with the other races in the world," he
sai d.

Modenas is a joint venture anong DRB- H COM whi ch hol ds 55 per cent
equity, Khazanah Nasional (15 per cent), Kawasaki Heavy Industries (19 per



cent) and Nissho Iwai Corporation (11 per cent).

The factory, sprawl ed over 28.4ha in the Gurun industrial estate,
i nvol ves an investnent of over RMBOO nmillion.

In the first year of production it will roll out 100,000 units of Kriss
110cc four-stroke motorcycles in two nodels, one with electrical starter
and the other with kick start.

Production will be increased to 200,000 units in the second year and
350,000 units in the third year.

Dr Mahathir told a press conference later that the governnment had yet
to approve the selling price of the Kriss.

However, it is believed that the national notorcycle will be priced
conmpetitively at bel ow RW4, 000 each.

Dr Mahathir al so said that Modenas was produci ng the 110cc nodel
because this nodel was w dely used by the m ddl e-i ncone group.

"Maybe | ater, Mbodenas will produce notorcycles with higher capacities
but for now we are concentrating on a nodel affordable to the people." he
sai d.

He advi sed the people, especially the youth, not to use the Kriss for
racing.

"I'f they want to race, we plan to have a racing circuit and they can
race there and win prizes," he said. -- BERNAMA
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