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| MP: GROWMH OF MATERI ALS | NDUSTRY TO BE ACCELARATED

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 28 (Bernama) -- Devel opnent of Malaysia's fledgling
advanced materials sector would be accelerated in three phases under the
Second I ndustrial Master Plan (1996-2005) as it had a strategi c advant age
in the nation's industrialisation programe.

The accel erated efforts woul d be nmade t hrough a nore concerted and
focused programme in research and devel opment (R&D) and the devel opnent of
speci al i sed skills and other support facilities, the Mnistry of
I nternational Trade and Industry said in the | MP2, unveiled by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad here today.

The four mneral - and petrochem cal - based sectors with good potenti al
for devel opnent in the real mof advanced naterials were polyners, netals,
conposi tes and ceram cs whi ch now provi de strong support for the
el ectronics, transportation, construction, sporting goods and consuner
goods industries in Ml aysia.

In the polyners sector, the enphasis for the short termwould be to
i mprove and further devel op basic pol yners.

In the nediumterm the focus would be in the intensification of R&D
activities and human resource devel opnent, and the accel eration of
commercialisation activities of prototypes through bigger funds all ocated
during the plan period.

The long-termstrategic acti on woul d be to support and pronote
i nvestnents in world class polyner projects that neet internationa
standards and quality.

For the netal sector, the plan of action would start off w th upgrading
skills and R&D, and establishing a Mal aysi an netal s standard of
i nternational repute.

In the mediumterm the netals cluster was expected to restructure and
nmove i nto the production of higher val ue-added and hi gher end products.

Future devel oprment of this industrial cluster would rest on the
successful devel opnent of human resources and the adequate supply of the
required infrastructure at conpetitive cost.

For the conposites sector, apart fromhuman resource devel opnent, the
gover nnent woul d assi st conpani es venturing into the manufacture of
composi tes and advanced conposite products by providing an attractive
package of incentives.

In the mediumterm the governnent woul d support expansi on of current
R&D progranmmes and pronote production of internediate materials such as
gl ass-fibre and carbon-fibre internationally.

Current schenes on commerci al i sation of prototypes and research
findi ngs through venture capital would al so be further inproved.

The ministry said the plan of action for the ceramics sector for the
short termincl uded i nproving and noder ni si ng production technology to
i ncrease out put and enhancing its conpetitiveness in pressure-casting
technol ogy, rapid drying and firing, automated handling operations and
conput er - ai ded desi gn.

For the nediumto long term the devel opnent of an advanced ceranics
sub- sect or woul d depend on t he successful human resource and devel opnent
programres with a conprehensi ve and focused provi sion on specialised
i nfrastructural needs of the sector. -- BERNAMA
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