26 JAN 1996

MAURI TI US OFFERS AFRI CAN MARKET TO M SI AN BUSI NESSMEN

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 26 (Bernama) -- Mauritius can act as a "doorway" for
potentian Mal aysi an investors to penetrate the African nmarket besides
of fering nore business opportunities especialy in manufacturing and
tourism

Mauritius' mnister of Industry, Industrial Technol ogy, Scientific
Research and Handi craft, Jayakrishna Cuttaree said besides the country's
stabl e econom c policy, it was also investnent friendly and of fered good
infrastructure and qualified | abour.

He al so said that "Conesa," a sub-regional organi sation grouping 23
countries of Eastern and South African of which Mauritius is a nenber,
could offer an estimated potential market to about 300 million people.

For the last five years, Ml aysia's investnment in Mauritius was val ued
at RML50 million.

Speaki ng at a seninar on investnent opportunities in Mauritius, here
today, Cuttaree hoped that the neeting with Malaysia's Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad tonorrow would bring in nore i nvestnent to
Mauri ti us.

Bil ateral trade of the two countries has been increasing since the past
few years.

In 1993, it was recorded at US$29.4 nmillion (RW5.26 nmillion) but fel
to US$24.3 million (RV62.20 million) in 1994.

For the first three-quarter of 1995, two-way trade was registered at
US$19.4 nmillion (RW9.66 nmillion), an increase of 31.9 percent over the
same period in 1994.

Mauritius' main economc contributor is the manufacturing sector
foll owed by agriculture and tourism

Cuttaree said for the tourismsector Mauritius focused on "high
spendi ng" visitors, adding that it received about 200,000 visitors
annual | y.

"W hope the nunber of visitors would increase to 600,000 per annum "
he added.

The vi ce-president of the National Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry of
Mal aysia, V K K Teagarajan in his speech said, "we noted that Mauritius is
not too happy with the bal ance of trade between our two countries which has
been favouring Mal aysi a. ™

He said Mauritius should assist Malaysia in redressing the trade
i mhal ance and suggested that Mauritius market its tourist destinations to
Mal aysi ans actively. -- BERNAMA
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