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MCRI A TO PRODUCE FI RST MADE- | N- MALAYSI A | NDUSTRI AL ROBOTS

SERI | SKANDAR, July 22 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia Centre For Robotics and
I ndustrial Automation (Mria) has initiated a project to manufacture the
first Made-in-Mal aysia industrial robots by 1998.

Its director, Dr Roslizar Mat Ali said, the cost-effective industrial
robots woul d be targeted for export and the | ocal markets, particularly the
Mal aysi an autonoti ve industries and Small and Medi um scal e I ndustries
(SMs), where the needs for automati on were growi ng rapidly.

Mcria Resources Sdn Bhd, backed by Gopeng Bhd, had sel ected Asea Brown
Boveri (ABB) to start a | ocal manufacturing plant - Robocity - in Tanjung
Malim he said in a statenent here today.

ABB of Sweden is the world' s |largest robot nanufacturer. ABBis a
gl obal conglonerate with nore than 1, 000 conpani es and subsidi ari es
t hroughout the world and the conpany's robots and robotics software are
noted for their versatility and reliability.

Est abl i shed at the Universiti Sains Ml aysia (USM's Perak branch
canmpus here in May | ast year, Mria, the first of its kind high tech centre
in Malaysia, is a joint venture between Yayasan Perak, Perak State
Devel opnent Corporation, Gopeng Bhd, USM and a few ot her conpani es
i ncl udi ng Conpera Sdn Bhd.

Mria will facilitate technical training in robotics and advanced
i ndustrial autonation for Ml aysian scientists, engineers and technici ans
to nmeet the country's needs for skilled nmanpower and human resources.

The centre was set up to provide hands-on-training robots, pronoting
research and devel opnent (R&D), systens design and integration and
consul tancy and establishing strategic alliances, industrial |inkages and
i nternational coll aboration

Dr Roslizar said, Mria had conpleted plans for creating the 160
hectare Robocity within a 3,380 ha devel opnent to conpl enent and spur the
growth of the Proton City and various high tech industries in the area.

He said, Robocity was ai med at establishing Mal aysia, particularly
Perak and the northern region of Ml aysia, as a major high tech
manuf acturing region in Asia-Pacific.

Mcria Resources Sdn Bhd is the | eadi ng conpany of Robocity, a
compr ehensi ve industrial high tech park to neet the needs of businesses,

i ndustries, government agenci es and other high tech parks and centres in
Mal aysi a, Asean and the Asia Pacific region, he said.

Dr Roslizar said the project, initiated eight nmonths ago, woul d anong
ot her things, manufacture robotics and advanced aut onati on systens in
Mal aysi a and achi eving effective and veritable technol ogy transfer to
Mal aysi a t hrough technol ogy absorption, adaptation and re-engi neering.

He said, the joint venture was in tandemw th the Seventh Mal aysia Pl an
whi ch enphasi sed on devel opi ng technol ogy-intensive industries including
roboti cs and advanced aut omati on.

Inline with the Seventh Mal aysia Plan, Dr Roslizar said, Mria was
actively creating a national agenda to hel p Mal aysia acconplish its
obj ectives of eventually acquiring the necessary technol ogy to produce a
100 per cent Mal aysi an product with a Ml aysi an brandnarne.

"Mcria-ABB woul d fulfill the first step of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's vision - first we buy robots, then we learn howto
produce robots, after that we nmake the robots to make ot her robots", said
Dr Rosli zar



Mcria, he added, al so urged the Federal Governnment to take advantage of
Mria s initiatives and utilise Mcria's cost-effective programes as part
of Mal aysia's own Seventh Ml aysia Pl an Agenda. - - BERNAMVA
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