26 JAN 1996
(Second of a three-part series)
MEASAT 1 - OVER TO YQU, LANGKAW

By: Sal biah Said who was recently in French Gui ana

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 26 (Bernama) -- The idea of owning a satellite has
never probably crossed our minds 10 or 15 years ago. Even Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad adnitted that he was not so sure when the
i dea was first nooted several years ago.

Even the technol ogy of sending a rocket into space, let alone a
"satellite", was beyond our inagination. The word satellite was then
general ly understood to nmean an orbiting astronom cal body, such as the
noon.

But that is all past now and an exciting era has begun for Ml aysi a.
This was when it realised that scientific fictional dreans can turn into
pur poseful reality.

Thi s has spawned the rise of Malaysia's first comrunication satellite
Measat - 1. Measat, which stands for Ml aysia East Asia Satellite, is owned
and operated by Binariang Sdn Bhd, which was incorporated in 1993 with a
paid up capital of RMLOO milli on.

Measat will provide an ideal nediumto |link Ml aysians to each ot her
and with their East Asian nei ghbours.

This not only highlights Malaysia's role as Asia's regi ona
comuni cations hub but also forns an integral part in the country's
communi cati ons and broadcasti ng needs.

To recap what Binariang chairman Tun Mohd Hanif Orar said after the
successful blast off in Kourou about a fortnight ago, "Nineteen mllion
Mal aysi ans must be euphoric as they now have their own satellite -- the
first tinme is always the sweetest. Qur engineers will then nonitor and see
whet her we have a perfect baby."

After a bunpy road to the countdown - delays in the launch - Measat 1
was finally blasted off fromthe French Gui ana Space Centre in Kourou on
the norning of Jan 13 (Mal aysian tine).

Bi nari ang Satellite Systens Sdn Bhd's seni or nanager (Measat Conmer ci al
Qper ations) Abdul HalimAbdul Hami d, said the satellite will "reach"
Langkawi by Jan 29, by which time, it is "all systens go" for the island,
whi ch has been identified as the nation's aerospace centre.

Abdul Halimsaid in Kourou recently that Measat 1 would be at an
orbital slot of 91.5 degrees East at an altitude of 35,900 km

After the successful lift off, Hughes Space Conmuni cati ons Centre and
Bi nari ang engi neers had conmmenced various tests from Langkaw and
California and had been using spacecraft telenetry data fromthe Measat
Satellite Control Centre in Langkaw .

Fromtoday, Measat 1 will undergo an extensive series of comrunications
payl oad tests to verify and optim se communi cati ons systens perfornmances.
These tests will be conducted exclusively fromLangkawi and will include
initial testing of the advanced digital broadcast payl oad.

Fol | owi ng this phase of testing, which is expected to be conpleted in
about four weeks, Measat 1 will be certified to enter service and be able
to provide the country and the region with high quality tel econmuni cations
and digital broadcast services.

Measat 1 will provide both C and Ku-band coverage of East Asia starting
in md-1996. Measat 2, which is expected to be | aunched in Cctober this
year, will eventually provide additional coverage to Northern Queensl and,
| ndonesi a and Vi etnam -- BERNAMVA
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