20 NOV 1996

MEASAT-2 TO REACH ORBI TAL SLOT ON FRI DAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 20 (Bernama) -- MEASAT-2, Ml aysia's second satellite
| aunched on Nov 13, is expected to reach its orbital slot on Friday after
successfully completing its first post-launch m | estone.

Bi nari ang Satellite Systens Sdn Bhd MEASAT Conmerci al Operations senior
manager Abdul Halim Abdul Hami d said today the apogee kick notor (AKM on
board the satellite was fired on Nov 16 fromthe Hughes M ssion Contro
Centre in El Segundo, California at 9.52 p.m (Los Angeles tine).

The firing of the AKMwoul d take the spacecraft out of its eliptica
geosynchronous orbit and enable it to drift towards its designated orbital
sl ot of 148 degree East, he added.

On reaching orbital slot, MEASAT-2 would be reorientated and its sol ar
panel and refel ctor deployed after which in-orbit testing would begin

MEASAT- 2 had a perfect |launch from Kourou in French Gui ana witnessed by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.

Binariang Satellite Systens is a wholly owned subsidiary of Binariang
Sdn Bhd which is devel oping a 21st century comruni cations infrastructure in
Mal aysi a.

When conpl eted, the integrated infrastructure would conpri se MEASAT and
its associated ground systens; Maxis Mobile, Malaysia's first GSM network
and Maxis Fi ber Network, a fixed wireline infrastructure providing both
donestic and i nternational services.

Binariang is a joint venture between Ml aysi an sharehol ders and t he
American Baby Bell, US Wst International, which has years of experience in
the tel econmuni cati ons i ndustry.

The | ocal sharehol ders, conprising the interests of Tunku Mahnud Tunku
Besar Bur hanuddi n, menbers of the late Tun Fuad Stephens' famly and trusts
associated with the famly of T. Ananda Kri shnan, collectively hold 80
percent equity in the conpany while US West hol ds the remai ni ng 20 percent.

US West International is part of the US West Media G oup involved in
domestic and internati onal cable and tel ephony, wirel ess communi cati ons and
directory and i nformati on servi ces.

US West's ot her maj or group, US West Conmuni cations, provides
tel ecommuni cati ons services to nore than 25 million custoners in 14 western
and m dwestern states. -- BERNAVA
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