09 MAY 1996
Anwar - Mar a
MEASURES TO TACKLE MARA' S PROBLEMS OUT NEXT WEEK

KUALA LUMPUR, May 9 (Bernama) -- The governnent will announce neasures
to tackle Mara's financial problenms next week.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid they would be
reveal ed after discussions with Entrepreneur Devel opment M nister Datuk
Must apa Mohanmed who i s responsi bl e for Mara.

The audit report on Mara was submitted to Anwar and Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad recently.

Anwar, who is the Finance Mnister, instructed the Treasury to
scrutinise the new application for Mara's expenditure.

"Mara is committed to a | arge budget which was not approved before and
we don't want this to jeopardi se educational devel opnent," he told
reporters after opening the corporate headquarters buil ding of Koperasi
Usaha Bersatu Mal aysia Bhd (KUB), the Umo-sponsored cooperative, at
Pekel i l'i ng Busi ness Centre here.

He said the interest of students financed by Mara nust not be
sacrificed merely because of the agency's nistakes.

Early this year, the governnent set up a financial and managenent audit
commttee to investigate the cause of the financial crisis in Mra.

Strapped for funds, Mara stopped giving out schol arships and | oans to
students who it had agreed to sponsor for studies in institutions of higher
| earning | ocal ly and abroad.

Anwar sai d every government agency should subnit its budget for the
approval of the federal governnent.

"The Treasury cannot entertain appeals every nonth. W have to plan our
expendi tures annually and for the foll owing years," he said. -- BERNAVA
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