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Tel evi si on
M SI A- GHANA TV VENTURE TAKES OFF | N RECORD Tl ME

By: Rachman Nordin

ACCRA (CGhana), Nov 9 (Bernama) -- The opening of the office of Gana
Medi a Systens Linmited (GvS) by Mal aysian Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad here late Friday marked the first ever partnership between
Mal aysi a and Ghana in tel evesion, cinema and audi o production which
materialised in record tinme of five nonths.

Gnhanai an Information Mnister Kofi Totobi Quakyi said in endorsing the
project, his government drew inspiration fromDr Mahathir's aggressive
pronotion of Sout h- Sout h cooperati on.

"The Ghanai an governnent views the joint venture as an inportant effort
to speak to each other and deepen contact between the people of both
countries," Quakyi said at the function where Dr Mahathir al so unveiled the
joint venture conpany's | ogo.

Quakyi said it only took two visits by himto Kuala Lunpur and two
visits by his Ml aysian counterpart Datuk Mohaned Rahmat to Accra for the
project to materialise

TV3 or Sistem Tel evi syen Ml aysi a Berhad (STMB), the operator of
Mal aysia's first conmercial television station controls GVS t hrough Gama
Media International (GM) which is TV 3 first venture abroad.

TV3 nmanagi ng director Zahari Orar said the venture proved that the
Mal aysi an government's privatisation policy had been internationally
recogni sed and had becone a nodel for nmany countri es.

In fact, TV3 which is 12 years old now, owed its very existence to the
policy which Dr Mahathir inplenmented since the early 80s, Zahari said

For its Chana operations, GM has set up three conpanies nanely TV3
Network Limted, which will start the country's first conmercial television
station before June next year, Cable View Network Linited is to start a
pay-TV station and GVB itself to operate Ghana's nati onwide FMradio
station.

Zahari said his conmpany intended to contribute to the devel opnent of
Ghana's information and entertai nnent industry and make it anong the best
in West Africa.

GVB and t he CGhanai an governnent have also formed a 70-30 joint venture
conmpany involving a US$2 nmillion investnment (RVb nillion) to acquire the
assets of the State-owned Ghana Fil mlndustry Corporation (G-l C).

Zahari assured the Ghanai an governnent that the new company to be known
as Gama Fi| m Conmpany woul d absorb all existing G-I C enpl oyees. -- BERNAMA
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