29 AUG 1996
LEAD Mahat hi r - Pr of essi onal
"MEDI OCRI TY CULTURE" HAMPERS EFFORTS TO RECOGNI SE PROFESSI ONALS

LABUAN, Aug 29 (Bernanm) -- The public sector will continue to | ose
professional staff as long as certain parties in the sector continue to
feel that the governnent need not accord recognition to the professionals
t hr ough hi gher wages.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said today such attitude,
whi ch he described as the "mediocrity culture", could prevent the
governnent from accordi ng due recognition to the professional group because
efficiency in the service was not viewed as a requirenent.

"This nediocrity culture is an attitude which gives priority not to the
nmost efficient, the cleverest and the nost hardworki ng anong us, but to
t hose who are inefficient and do not care about the country's problens," he
sai s when openi ng the Labuan Nucl eus Hospital, here.

Hence, the public sector would continue to | ose professional nmanpower
to the private sector which could offer wages up to four tinmes the wages
the government could afford to give, he said.

"We face the probl em now not because we do not feel responsible to the
people to supply themwith all the facilities but we cannot supply them due
to the keen conpetition between the private sector and the government," he
added.

He said the government could not stop the professionals fromnoving to
the private sector as a result of this conpetition

He said the governnent could only apol ogise to the people for the
shortcomings in public services due to the shortage of professiona
manpower .

"I't's not that we don't want to (give higher pay to the professiona
staff) but we can't do it because of certain constraints,” he said.

If the governnent gave this group higher pay, other governnent officers
who did not have the technical and professional qualifications would
clamour for sinmilar pay increases, He said.

The prime mnister said: "If we give them (professional group) higher
pay, we will have problemfromothers who feel that the governnent need not
give recognition to efficiency and i nstead ask the governnent to pay at the
usual rates."

Dr Mahathir said that previously the gap between the professionals and
non- professionals in the public service was not considered inportant
because at that tinme there was no sophisticated technol ogy which required
speci al i sed skills.

"Now t he situation has changed. W need trai ned peopl e but
unfortunately, although we regard themas necessary, we cannot give high
wages because others will ask fromsimlar increases so that the gap
between themwi ||l remain the sanme |ike during the pre-technol ogy period,"
he added.

To the professionals |like doctors who still serve the governnent
despite the | ow wages, the prinme mnister said: "Thank you...W cannot do
anyt hi ng except to say thank you."

On the RWO million Labuan Nucl eus Hospital, he said the nodern
facilities at the hospital were in line with the rapid devel opnment on the
i sl and.

He said providing the facilities and a host of other facilities in
Labuan woul d convi nce investors and touriststo cone to the island.

Present were the prinme mnister's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah



Mohmed Ali, Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng, Labuan MP Abdul Ml ok
Awang Damit and federal and state department heads. -- BERNAMA
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