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MELAKA CAN ACHI EVE DEVELOPED STATUS EARLI ER

MELAKA, May 3 (Bername) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is confident that Mel aka can achi eve the status of a devel oped
state earlier than schedul e.

He said the objective could be achieved earlier if the present economc
growt h coul d be sustained or inproved.

"Mel aka appears to be progressing and continues to have infl ow of
i nvestnent,” he added.

Dr Mahathir disclosed this at a press conference at the end of his
two-day working visit to Mel aka today.

The Prime M nister expressed satisfaction at the rapid econom c
devel oprent in Mel aka particularly inits two main growth sectors,
manuf act uri ng and tourism

The Mel aka state government planned to ensure the state achieved the
devel oped-state status by the year 2010, which is 10 years ahead of the
Vi sion 2020 to turn Mal aysia into a devel oped nation.

Earlier, the Prime Mnister attended Friday prayers at the Al Azim
St at e Mosque.

He | ater | aunched the Bosni a Herzegovi na Mosque Buil di ng Fund organi sed
by the state government with a target of collecting RML million for the
construction of a nosque in the Bal kan nati on.

Dr Mahathir received contributions totalling Rv50,000 for the Fund
fromseveral state governnent agencies including the Mel aka State
Devel opnent Cor poration, Kumpul an Mel aka Ber had, Mel aka Customary Land
Cor poration and the state Umo.

In the norning, the Prime Mnister perfornmed the ground breaking
cerenmony for the construction of the World Youth Foundation (WYF) Conpl ex
at Air Keroh and | aunched the Ml aysia 4B Youth Movement's Flying O ub at
Batu Berendam ai rport. -- BERNANA
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