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MEMO ON KEDAH MB' S PCSI Tl ON " UNCALLED FOR!

KUALA LUMPUR, March 25 (Bernama) -- Several Umo | eaders here today
described as "uncalled for" the action taken by 22 Kedah state assenbl ynen
in submtting a nemorandumto Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
to retain the Menteri Besar Tan Sri OGsman Aroff.

Party Secretary General Datuk Mhaned Rahmat said the action was
i nproper, and if there was any problem they could have discussed it within
the party.

"There is a party procedure... no need to create a fuss outside," he
told reporters when conmenting on the issue after the official opening of
the new Parlianent session by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar
her e.

In the menorandum submitted to Dr Mahathir | ast Friday, the state
assenbl ynen sai d they opposed any nove to appoint former Agriuclture
M ni ster Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid as the new Menteri Besar. Sanusi is the
State Assenbl yman for Kuah in Langkaw .

Asked whether the action by the assenbl ynen went agai nst party
discipline, he said: "W will look at it... it could be construed as a
breach of party discipline."

He added that the party had discipline and a code of ethics, and al
maj or deci sions were nade by Dr Mahathir, as president, or the Suprene
Counci | .

Moharmed said he had yet to see the nenorandum and was awaiting Dr
Mahat hir's i nstructions.

Umo Vice President Tan Sri Haji Mihyi ddin Yassin said confidence
shoul d be place in the Prine Mnister to | ook at the problem

"I don't think the Prine Mnister has a narrow vi ew of the issue, and
believe he will also consider any problemthat may arise with it," he
added.

The assenbl ymen shoul d have met the Prime Mnister and, if the issue
i nvol ved the state | eadership, it should be di scussed behind cl osed doors
wi th an open nmind, he said.

Muhyi ddi n di scounted pressures fromany group that had pronpted the
assenbl ynen's action, which he said was, only to vent their feelings.

"Their views need not necessarily be agreed upon... the party president
and the Suprene Council have the wi sdomto consider whatever issue that
crops up,"” he said.

Umo Yout h deputy chief Datuk Nazri Abdul Aziz said the action by the
assenbl ynen was highly inproper since only the party president had the
prerogati ve of appointing the Menteri Besar.

Their action, if left unchecked, woul d set a "dangerous precedent" for
the future, he added.

"They have no right to nake any protest on the Menteri Besar's
appoi ntnent," he said, adding that such action was agai nst the earlier
resol ution taken by the Kedah State Ummo Liai son Cormittee and the Umo
el ected respresentatives to refer Gsnan's position to Dr Mahathir

Last year, the state liaison body and the el ected representatives held
di scussions with Dr Mahathir on the issue.

Nazri then questioned why so nuch fuss was being created in the nedia
over the issue.

He al so said the issue was related to politics and if there was to be
any nenorandumit should have come fromparty divisional |eaders who had



power at the grass-root |evel.
"State assenbl ymen are those noninated to represent their respective

areas and do not represent those at the grass-root |evel," he added.
Meanwhi | e, Sanusi said he did not receive any invitation to the March
21 neeting.

Yest erday, Kedah State Legislative Assenbly Speaker Datuk Zai nol M
| sa, who acted as spokesman of the group of 22 assenbl ynen who signed the
menor andum sai d Sanusi was also invited to their March 21 neeting but did
not attend.

Sanusi, whomreporters met at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in
Subang after he had seen Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
off on their New Zeal and visit, said he had no idea why talk that he would
be appoi nted Kedah Menteri Besar resurfaced.

"I don't want to conment," he said when he was asked for his views on
t he nmenorandum

Sanusi al so said he did not discuss the matter with Dr Mahat hir

Umo vice president Tan Sri Muhammad Haji Miharmad Tai b hoped the issue
coul d be resol ved as soon as possi ble and not be all owed to hanper the
Kedah administration or lead to a situation which could jeopardi se the
investnent climate in the state.

Muhammad, who is Sel angor Menteri Besar, was confident the issue could
be resol ved by the party | easdership. -- BERNAMA
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