03 AUG 1996
Sany- Pl an
M C WANTS AFFI RMATI VE ACTI ON FOR | NDI ANS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 3 (Bernama) -- The M C wants a firmpolicy of
affirmati ve action in the formof a structured programme fromthe
governnent to help create an Indian Industrial and Commercial Comrunity.

In making the call at the 43rd M C general assenbly here today, party
president Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu said the progranme should help the Indians in
every field of devel opment to ensure their rightful place in the
soci ety.

He said the governnent should ensure that the "affirnmati ve acti on" was
i npl emented on a consi stent basi s.

Sany Vel lu added that devel opnent plans for the Indians should ensure
that it would provi de adequate opportunities for the creation of an
i ndustrial and comercial conmunity.

"The econom ¢ devel opnent of the Mal aysi an | ndians would certainly have
a positive inpact on the country,"” he said.

The two-day assenbly was opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad at the Putra World Trade Centre. The assenbly is being
held as the party celebrates its 50th anniversary.

More than 3,000 party officials and nmenbers attended the opening
cer enony.

Sanmy Vel lu said the governnent's wi de range of affirmative actions
during the last 25 years had transforned the bumi putera comunity into a
strong and vi brant community, equipped to enter the 21st century with
confi dence.

"However, the M C cannot boast of such successes for the Ml aysi an
I ndi ans, " he said, adding that the Second Qutline Perspective Plan
acknow edged t he backward state of the Indians.

Sany Vellu, who is Wrks Mnister, said although the problens facing
the I ndi ans were acknowl edged in the plan, "neasures to redress themare
yet to be introduced".

"The MCis a small party with limted resources. Inspite of this, we
have i npl enented several schemes to assist the Ml aysian I ndians,” he said.

Sany Vel lu added: "But given the magnitude of the problens faced by the
Mal aysi an I ndi ans, our best efforts have had only a m ninmal inpact."”

Sany Vellu said the MC had submtted a detailed list of its requests
that needed to be inmpl enented under the Seventh Ml aysi a Pl an.

On education, the MC called for a national policy to be fornulated to
al low the building of Tam | schools in new growth areas.

He said this was inportant as the nunber of Tami| school s decreased
every year due to the relocation of estate workers to new growth areas.

"W are not asking for new licences. W only request that the existing
licences be utilised to build new schools in these new growth centres, "
Sany Vel lu said.

He al so urged the governnent to allocate RV6O nmillion to upgrade the
facilities such as classroons in Tam | school s under the Seventh plan.

He justified the party's request by saying that the Tanmi| schools
nunbering 534 nmade approximately 7.7 per cent of the 6,965 primary school s
in the country.

The M C president said the governnent should al so nonitor the increase
in fees when local universities are corporatised as well as the intake of
student s.
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