25 JUN 1996
M Nasir-Mni ster
M NI STER ASKS UTUSAN FOR EXPLANATI ON ON M NASI R | SSUE

PETALI NG JAYA, June 25 (Bernama) -- The Information Mnistry today
asked nedi a group Kunpul an Utusan to give an explanation on the issue of
si nger-conmposer M Nasir who was reported to have belittled Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad with an all eged remark "Si apa Mahat hir?"
(Who is Mahathir?).

M ni st er Datuk Mbhamed Rahmat said the account by Kunpul an Ut usan was
important for himto nmake a final decision on M Nasir whose creative works
have been banned in the el ectronic and print nedia.

"To ensure fairness, we have to call Kunpul an Utusan for an expl anation
since the issue originated froma report in the Uusan newspaper. W want
themto supply us the proof in a day or two," he told reporters after
wi t nessing the signing of a nenorandum of understanding for the
establ i shnment of "Channel Ten", an in-house video production conpany.

Yesterday, M Nasir net the mnistry's Secretary-General, Datuk Zawaw
Mahnmuddi n, in connection with the issue.

The ban on M Nasir's works was announced by Deputy | nfornmation
M ni st er Datuk Sul ei man Mohamad on June 16 after Utusan reported that the
si nger renarked "Si apa Mahat hir" when he was asked to turn up at a
rehearsal for the recent Mal am Puisi Utusan poetry recital which was
attended by Dr Mahathir.

Mohaned said Zawawi had not informed himof the outcone of his meeting
with M Nasir.

He said the action against M Nasir was taken while he was on vacation
abroad and it was only proper that any further decision should be nmade
after hearing fromall sides.

Earlier, Mhanmed said Channel Ten woul d be anot her source of in-house
vi deo programes for hotel operators in the country besides Vision Four.

Channel Ten, a joint-venture between Ml aysi an-owned Cape El egance Sdn
Bhd (Cape) and IPC Interactive Pte Ltd of Singapore, will be an information
and entertai nment, or Infotainnent, channel to hotels, airports, Light Rail
Transit stations, bus stations and service apartnments.

Cape chi ef executive Azlina Aziz said the conpany is discussing with
the Mal aysia Tourism Pronoti on Board and state governments on produci ng
docurentaries for screening on Channel Ten besides other popul ar
programres. -- BERNAMA
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