7 JAN 1996

M NI STRI ES TAKEN TO TASK OVER HEALTH CARE FOR ESTATE WORKERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an Medi cal Associ ation
(MVA) today took to task the Mnistry of Health and the Mnistry of Human
Resources for not taking the responsibility to provide basic anmenities |like
health care to estate popul ation

Its president, Datuk Dr. R S. McCoy said the two mnistries were
passing the responsibilities to estate owners who took the matter lightly.

"The government must have the political will to do sonething about it,"
he told a news conference after the closing of a sem nar on estate nedici ne
at the Institute for Medical Research (I MR) here.

He said estate workers had been deprived of proper health care for so
I ong and the situation should stop.

Estate owners nust al so be nade to realise that they had a soci al
responsibility to look after the welfare of their workers, he said.

Dr MCoy said that if the situation still persisted, the association
woul d bring the matter directly to the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

The two-day sem nar di scussed the plight of estate workers in the
country.
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