29 MAY 1996
Banhar n- Mal aysi a
DON T LET M NOR | SSUES DI STRACT TIES, SAYS THAI PM

KUALA LUMPUR, May 29 (Bernama) -- Thail and and Mal aysi a nust not | et
m nor issues that may arise to distract their close and cordial relations,
Thai Prinme Mnister Banharn Sil pa-Archa said tonight.

"We nust ensure that mnor issues which may arise will not distract us
fromour endeavours for they are but small irritants when conpared to the
state of our relations, both now and in the future," he said.

Speaki ng at a di nner hosted by his Ml aysi an counterpart Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad at Sri Perdana, Banharn said there was a need to pronote
even cl oser cooperation between the two countries be they bilateral,
regi onal or international

This, he said, was inportant for the future prosperity and wel | bei ng of
t he peopl es of Thailand and Mal aysia and the stability and durabl e security
of the region.

The Thai |eader said the bilateral ties had laid a firmfoundation for
the future strengthening of cooperation at the regional and internationa
| evel s.

Banharn, who arrived here today for a two-day official visit, however
sai d he observed that Thai and Mal aysian officials mght have in the past
"conpeted too aggressively with each other in the conduct of our bilatera
relations".

"Perhaps they had failed to realise that, in the long term our futures
are so closely inter-twined that if we did cooperate with and assi st each
ot her nore closely, the prosperity and wel | bei ng whi ch we coul d achi eve for
our peoples will know no bounds," he said.

"Indeed, there is much we could achi eve together as we have done in the
past when Ml aysia and Thailand jointly tackled the probl em of Comruni st
bandi ts al ong our border successfully,” he said.

Banharn said in today's era of globalisation, cooperation between Kual a
Lunpur and Bangkok had al so expanded to cover joint endeavours to pronote
the prosperity of the region be it under the framework of Asean, the
| ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Thail and G owm h Triangle (I MI-GT), or even the
Asi a- Eur ope Meeting (Asen).

"I ndeed, our initiatives including the establishnment of a Trans-Asia
Rai |l Network |inking Singapore, China and onwards to Europe as well as
endeavours to devel op the Mekong Ri ver Basin are now begi nning to take
shape and will certainly have inportant repercussions for the future of our
region as a whole,"” he said.

He hoped that for these reasons, Thailand and Ml aysi a woul d cooperate
even nore closely in the future including closer coordination of the
policies of the two countries to achieve the long-termgoals and
obj ecti ves.

Describing Dr Mahathir as a visionary and farsi ghted | eader, Banharn
sai d he had no doubt that the Ml aysi an | eader woul d concur with himon the
need to pronote closer coopertion between the two countries.

Banharn said the cooperation under the franework of the
Mal aysi a- Thai | and Joi nt Authority which had becone a shining exanple to
ot her countries and the signing of two Menoranda of Understanding on the
sal e and purchase of natural gas tonorrow was i ndeed concrete proof of the
success of their joint efforts. --BERNAMVA
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