03 SEP 1996
M\LF- Mal aysi a
MALF ASKS FOR CONTI NUED ASSI STANCE TO HELP FI LI PI NO MUSLI M5

By: Sul ai man Jaaf ar

MANI LA, Sept 3 (Bernama) -- A joint founder of the Miro Nationa
Li beration Front (WMNLF), Datu Haji Abul Khayr Al onto has asked Ml aysi a and
other Islamc countries to hel p devel op Sout hern Philippines follow ng the
formal signing of a peace agreenent here yesterday.

He thanked Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhaned and Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfor Mlaysia's continued support to
the Muslims in Southern Philippines.

He said the peace accord, signed by MNLF chairman Nur M suari and the
Phi | i ppi ne government, had opened a new era for greater devel opnment and
econony for the people in Southern Philippines.

Haji Abul Khayr together with Nur Msuari and Sel amat Hashim now
| eader of the splinter group Moro Islanic Liberation Front (MLF), founded
the MNLF in 1971 to fight for the interest of Muslins in Southern
Phi | i ppi nes.

"Muslins here are | ooking forward to i nvestnent fromMislimbrothers in
Mal aysi a and ot her countries of the Organisation of Islanic Conference to
hel p devel op their area which has been neglected for so long," he said at a
reception held in conjunction with the visit of Terengganu Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahmad here | ast night.

Haji Abul Khayr, chairman of Continental Pacific Star |Inc. which
undertakes several joint venture projects with Terengganu-based Kermaman
Ternminal One Sdn Bhd in the Philippines, said Filipino Mislins had high
respect for Mal aysia and Dr Mahat hir.

Apart frominvestnment, he hoped Mal aysia could offer help in the
setting up an Islam c bank in Southern Philippines.

He sai d Sout hern Philippines had various natural resources which had
yet to be tapped.

"The inflow of foreign investnment coul d enhance devel opment and provi de
jobs to the locals,"” he said.

Wan Mokhtar, in his speech, said M ndanao had vast potential for
progress followi ng the peace agreenent, ending nore than two decades of
confrontation.

He said the Terengganu governnent, through its subsidiary conpanies,
and the Ml aysian private sector were willing to pave ways and hel p devel op
t he region.

Terengganu' s over 25 years experience in the plantation industry could
hel p devel op the Southern Philippines as the new growmh centre for pal moi
producti on.

He said two subsidiaries of Terengganu State Econonic Devel opnent
Cor poration -- Kunpul an Ladang-| adang Ter engganu and Gabungan Kuari Sdn Bhd
-- were identifying areas for the purpose.

Wan Mokhtar, who is here for a two-day visit, also visited the Cavite
provi nce, south of here yesterday.

During the visit, he was presented a key to the province and nade its
honorary citizen by its governor Epinaco A Vel asco.

Cavite province is a nmgjor industrial and tourismarea in Luzon,
Terengganu's twin state. -- BERNAMVA
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