18 MAY 1996
Al DS-Statistics
MORE PEOPLE GET H V FROM SEX THAN FROM NEEDLE SHARI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, May 18 (Bernama) -- Mre people in the country could have
contracted the Human I mmunodi fficiency Virus (H V) through unsafe sexua
relations than through needl e sharing, said Ml aysi an Ai ds Counci
Presi dent, Marina Mahathir today.

There are nore peopl e indulging in unsafe sex than drug abuse, she said
at a talk on HV/Aids held at the National Library today.

Speaking to reporters after the talk, Marina said the public needs to
cl ear up m sconceptions about AIDS statistics and about the spread of the
virus and syndrone.

The Health Mnistry statistics showthat 77 percent of the 15,731
people with HHV until March 31 this year are drug abusers.

Nonet hel ess, Marina sai d maki ng concl usi ons that nore people contracted
Al DS from needl e sharing than other neans, based on that statistic alone is
not accur at e.

Furthernore, there are no statistics on drug abusers who al so engaged
in unsafe sex.

She said drug abusers constitute a | arge proportion of that statistics
because those caught by the authorities have to go through mandatory H V
tests.

"It's like "fishing in the sanme pond syndrone', if you inpose nandatory
H 'V tests only on bankers, for exanple, you will suddenly find there are
more HIV statistics anmong bankers than ot her professions," she expl ai ned.

Mari na said nore rigourous education effort has to be focussed on wonen
because it is four times easier for the virus to be transnitted froma man
to a wonan than vice versa in unsafe sex practices.

Mari na al so said that there are many cases of wonmen who contracted Al DS

fromtheir husbands and thus, likely to pass it on to their babi es.
Therefore, she stressed that the public should be sensitive to these
facts and not deduce that only “bad' people will get AIDS. -- BERNAVA
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