04 AUG 1996
Mahat hir-Uni versity
MORE UNI VERSI TI ES | F MALAYS ARE KEEN TO STUDY

ALOR SETAR, Aug 4 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the government will build nmore universities if the Mal ays show
that they are truly keen to pursue higher education

"If the Mal ays are keen to study, the governnent can set up nore
universities but if they are not keen then the governnment will lose as it
has to come up with massive funds to set up such universities,” he said
during the adj ournnent speech at the Kubang Pasu Umo divi si on del egates
neeting at the Jitra Hall, near here, today.

Earlier, a representative fromthe Umo Hosba branch, Prof Yusof Hasan
when tabling the resol ution, suggested that the governnent set up the
I nternational Malay University (UMAT) in Hosba to provide nore
opportunities for Mal ays to pursue hi gher education

Dr Mahathir said the Malays are actually intelligent and capabl e but
they do not show interest to pursue education at a higher |evel.

"The governnent can set up the university but it will face problens to
find students especially in disciplines such as science and technol ogy
whi ch are very nuch needed by the nation.

"I'f we nerely ask for universities to be set up but don't have any
interest to enter university then | think it will be a waste," he said.

The Prime M nister said as the governnent has to spend | arge suns of
money, it wants to see the younger Ml ay generation achi eve a hi gher |evel
of education

He said the governnent does not want to see the universities being set
up only to be filled by other people while the Mal ays do not benefit at
all.

"We find that the children of the other races are serious in their
studies, they truly pay nmuch attention to education, that is why we see not
many Chinese are involved in activities such as “bohsia' and ot her things
whi ch bring no benefits,” he added.

In this context, Dr Mahathir called on the delegates to seriously think
about the matter and urged themto be nore active in developing interest in
their children to pursue higher education.

Conmenti ng on the resolution by the representative fromthe division's
Yout h nmovenent, Abdul Lafar Yahya, which calls on the government to
i ncrease the padi price, Dr Mahathir said although the price of padi had
not been increased, the inconme of padi farners had increased.

"Better padi strain had been produced, although |Iand had not expanded,

i ncone had increased especially nowthat padi is being cultivated twice a
year.

"What is inportant is not the increase in padi price but the incone of
farners. The governnent helps farnmers by increasing their padi yield and as
such their incone al so increases," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government does not want a situation whereby when
padi price is increased, there will also be an increase in the smuggling of
rice fromnei ghbouring countries where the price of padi is rmuch cheaper

In his speech which | asted about 20 nminutes, the Prinme Mnister also
congratul ated nati onal badm nton players Rashid Sidek (singles) and the
doubl es pair of Cheah Soon Kit and Yap Ki mHock for w nning the bronze and
silver nedal s respectively at the 1996 Atlanta Oyl npic Ganes, in the United
St at es.

Meanwhi |l e, at a press conference after the del egates neeting, he said



he was proud that two wonen del egates had been chosen to attend the genera
assenbly in Kuala Lunpur.

He said the victory by a branch Wanita head, Barishah Saad who secured
the highest votes and the win by Asma Hussin show that if there was any
el enents of bribery in the divisional election, it is clear that it was not
effective.

"Maybe it is because I have warned (about bribery) this norning," he
said referring to his opening speech earlier urging del egates to reject
candi dates offering bribes.

Dr Mahathir said there was al so a suggestion that the divisional Wanita
head be nade a del egate automatically to the general assenmbly but the
suggesti on had not been accepted yet. -- BERNAVA
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