28 DEC 1996
Mahat hi r - Peru
PM | HAVE CONFI DENCE | N FUJI MORI TO SETTLE HOSTAGE CRI SIS

LANGKAW , Dec 28 (Bernanm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today
Presi dent Alberto Fujinmori had tel ephoned hima few days ago to express his
concern that Mal aysi an Anbassador to Peru, Ahmad Mokhtar Selat was stil
bei ng hel d hostage in the Japanese Anbassador's residence in Linma

The Prime Mnister said Fujinori in his tel ephone conversation had
informed the forner about devel opment regardi ng the hostage crisis.

Ahmad Mokhtar is among 104 hostages still being held by the Tupac Amaru
Revol uti onary Movenent (MRTA) guerrillas at the Japanese Anbassador's
residence in the Peruvian capital. Hundreds of other hostages, including
di pl omats from Europe, had been rel eased i n stages since the Decenber 17
i nci dent.

Dr Mahathir reiterated his stand that he had full confidence in
President Fujinori in settling the crisis.

"l don't want to push President Fujinmori in his efforts to end the
crisis imediately for fear that any rash nove m ght endanger the |ives of
the hostages," he told reporters at the Langkawi International Airport here
before | eaving for Kuala Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir said it was not easy to settle problens |like the one faced by
Presi dent Fujinori now.

"We know that he (Fujinmori) is now under pressure...if he gives in (to the
demands of the MRTA) the problemmy be repeated or it can occur in the
nei ghbouring countries," he added.

But if he did not give in, Dr Mahathir said, innocent people m ght becone
victims.

"It is no easy matter, if I'"'min his position, I may feel pressured and
even now | amfeeling the pressure because |I'mconcerned about the safety of
our ambassador and officials there," he said.

Dr Mahathir stressed that Foreign M nister Datuk Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi is
now in Peru to nmeet President Fujinori and try to secure Ahmad Mkt har's
f eedom
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