21 JUN 1996
Naj i b- MSD
MSD TO BECOME " ONE- STOP AGENCY"

By: Vaan A Hul ai m

LONDON, June 21 (Bernamm) -- The Mal aysi an Students Departnent (MSD)
will be streamnmlined to becone a "one-stop agency” to handl e Mal aysi an
students' affairs abroad, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Mhamad Najib Tun
Razak announced here.

The restructuring of the MSDwas in line with the new nove by the
government to reduce the nunber of Ml aysia's teaching staff abroad and to
expand institutions of higher learning in the country.

The new structure neans that in future certain agenci es which send
their students here will no |onger send their officers to nmanage the
students' affairs.

"Students in the United Kingdomw Il only be handl ed by the MSD and
this includes all students whether they are from Mara, Petronas, Tel ekomor
any other agencies," Najib said at a press conference.

Fol | owi ng request fromthe agencies concerned, their officers now
serving with the MsSD woul d continue to serve here until their tenure of
servi ce here ended, he said.

"I have al so enphasi sed that the MSD nanagenment shoul d be constantly
sensitive to the students' welfare," he added.

According to Najib, the MBD s inconme had increased fromStg72,254 in
1992 to Stgl21, 857 in 1995.

He said the MSD also had three units of flats behind the buil ding which
coul d becone a source of inconme, although it was not the MSD s objective to
make profit.

On the performance of Ml aysian students in Britain, Najib said he was
happy with their achi evenents.

"I'n the 94/ 95 acadeni c year, 53 out of 955 students obtained first
cl ass honours, 202 obtai ned second cl ass upper, while the rest obtained
second cl ass | ower and ot hers.

"Qut of the 955 students, the results for 195 students were unknown.
Thus, no less than five per cent of this group obtained first class
honours. This is a good achi evenent," Najib said.

Al though this year's results have not been received fully, the |atest
information received for nedical students are: in the Royal Coll ege of
Sur geons exam nation, 23 of the 24 candi dates passed; at Trinity Coll ege,
Dublin, two out of three candi dates passed.

At the Trinity College al so, three Ml aysi an students received the
Uni versity Coll ege of Dublin (UCD) Award. Anbng themare two governnent
schol ars, Haslisha Muhammad Nor and Tay Swee Ho.

On the governnment's programre to reduce the nunber of students abroad,
Najib said the reduction had already started as was done by Mara.

During his four-day visit to Britain, the Mnister had been to
Not ti ngham Newcastle, d asgow and London to neet with students. Najib had
expl ained on the need to turn Malaysia as a centre for excellence in the
field of education.

In this context, Malaysia nust increase the nunber of educationa

institutions which will involve private institutions and supervised by a
new council -- the National Accreditation Council which will be set up as
soon as the relevant bill for its establishnent are presented in Parlianent
in July.

Under the progranme, Malaysia will cooperate with foreign universities
to set up branch canpuses locally which will not only take in loca



students for first degrees, but also foreign students.

Najib said in dasgow that this nmeant Ml aysi an students coul d pursue
two years of their three-year course in Ml aysia before proceeding for
their final year abroad, and foreign students coul d pursue one year of
their three-year course in Ml aysia as a two-way progranme as suggested by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad.

Mal aysi a has about 17,000 students in Britain currently.

Asked whet her universities here, which were increasingly dependent on
i ncone fromabroad to sustain them had expressed concern over this nove,
Najib said it was up to themto nake the necessary adjustnent.

"W are entering new forms of collaborations as part of our grow ng
maturity inrelationships,” he added. -- BERNAMA
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