22 JUL 1996

MIJ DEVELOPMENT PLANS TO DEVELOP RESORT

KUALA LUMPUR, July 22 (Bernama) -- MIJ Devel opnent Sdn Bhd, the nanager
of the Ni kko Hotels International chain, plans to devel op a beach-front
resort, preferably in Johor, because of its strategic | ocation between
Si ngapor e and Kual a Lunpur.

Speaking to reporters after the official opening of the N kko Hot el
here, MIJ president Toshi o Koga said, however, the plan had yet to be
finalised.

The resort was envisaged in answer to the call nade by Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad for nore Japanese tourists to visit Ml aysia
and to set up hotels specially to cater for them

MIJ is a joint venture conpany between Japan-based Toyo Real Estate Co.
Ltd and Japan Airlines Co Ltd (JAL).

Meanwhi | e, Hotel Ni kko Kual a Lunpur deputy general manager Tsuguo |sone
said its parent conpany JAL will increase its flights fromJapan to 14
weekly fromthe existing 10, partly to pronpbte nore destinations in
Mal aysi a.

"Mal aysia is only known anpong the Japanese recently because tourism
pronotion took a long tine and Japan is planning a big tourism pronotion
for Mal aysi a next year," he said.

Currently JAL flies three tinmes a week to Osaka and operates a daily
flight to Tokyo. Cone Aug 1, 1996, it will operate six tines a week except
on Saturday to Osaka and one nore flight to the sane destinati on comenci ng
Novenber 1, 1996 daily.

However, he added, the increase was subject to the governnment's

approval
Currently, he said the hotel occupancy rate stood at 42 percent and
hoped to increase to 56 percent in a few years' tine. -- BERNAVA
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