08 MAY 1996
Enpl oynent
MIUC CALLS FOR GUI DELI NES ON PART- TI ME EMPLOYMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, May 8 (Bernamm) -- The Ml aysian Trades Uni on Congress
(MTUC) today called on the governent to i ssue guidelines on part-tine
enpl oynent .

MIUC presi dent Zainal Ranmpak said this was to ensure that full-tine
wor kers woul d not be deprived of their jobs during "bad tines".

The congress, he said, had voiced its reservations over the
governnent's nmove to review the Enpl oynent Act 1995, relating to part-tine
enpl oynment, under the Seventh Mal aysia Plan (7MP).

"The MIUC bel i eves that the government has prepared sonething for part
time workers and this would encourage nore wormren to work part tine," he
told reporters at the Asean Trade Uni on Council (ATUC) synposium here.

But the congress is worried that full-tinme workers would not be given
priority especially during "bad tines" when enpl oyers resort to cutting
down their workforce to save cost, he said.

"During good tines, enployers will take part-timers to fill up job
vacanci es, but when bad tines strike the enployers nmay take nore
part-tinmers to save cost and this will deprive full-tinme workers," Zaina
sai d.

On Monday, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, while tabling
the 7MP at the Dewan Rakyat, said the Enploynent Act was being reviewed to
permt wormen to be gainfully enployed as part-tinme workers.

Zai nal said the MIUC al so di sagreed with the governnent's nove to | et
governnent enpl oyees take up part-time work because this was agai nst the
| abour | aw

He al so called on the government to provide nore training and
re-training to produce skilled workers who could eventually replace foreign
wor kers. - - BERNAVA
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