30 DEC 1996
Mahat hi r - Muhanmad
MUHAMVAD ADM TTED THE MONEY WAS HI S, SAYS PM

SHAH ALAM Dec 30 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d today that Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Miuihammad Muhammad
Tai b has acknowl edged that the equivalent of RM.4 nmillion in cash he was
carryi ng when he was arrested by Australian authorities in Brisbane was
hi s.

However, Dr Mahathir said, the public including the press should not
pass judgnents on Muhamad before giving hima chance to explain why he was
carrying so rmuch noney.

Dr Mahathir said that two things had arisen out of the incident
-- the fact that Muhammad had al | egedly violated Australian | aws and
that he was carrying so nuch noney.

"What the public here is interested is the possibility of hanky-panky
going on. So let's hear what that is before we judge.

"I would like to appeal to the press. The press is very fond sonetines
of witch-hunting and it has been very bad," he said, referring to the case
of former Melaka Chief Mnister Tan Sri Rahi m Tanby Chi k.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters after witnessing the rolling out
of the one nmllionth Proton car at the Proton plant here.

The Prime Mnister said Muhammad had met himlast Saturday to explain
hi nsel f. Muhammad, who was charged in court and freed on bail in Brisbane
for allegedly failing to declare the noney, al so had an audi ence with the
Sul tan of Sel angor over the sanme matter.

Dr Mahathir declined to disclose Muhanmad' s expl anation to him
regardi ng the noney. "I need not have to explain what he has stated...he
has agreed to give an expl anation hinself.

"What | can say is that we should be fair in dealing with what he has
said. W should not, out of prejudice, junp to concl usion.

"We should be able to wei gh whet her what he said was true or not," he
sai d.

Asked whet her Muhanmad shoul d be relieved of all his official duties
until the matter is resolved, he said: "The case is not exactly the sane as
that of Rahi m Tanby Chi k. So Muhammad nust be given a chance to explain.”

"I"ve given sone directive, sone advice on what he should do," he said.

On whet her Muhammad had nentioned that he intended to resign, he said
t hat Muhanmad had not stated his intentions.

Asked whet her he was satisfied with Muhamuad' s expl anati on, he said: "I
will leave that up to you (press) to judge. | don't want to cause you to be
bi ased. "

He said Muhanmmad was being tried by the public based on assunptions
arising fromthe publicity.

Furt her asked whether he was satisfied with Mihamad' s expl anati on, he
said: "I did not say that | amsatisfied. | only commented that there has
been a trend or tendency to make early judgnent without taking facts into
account .

"That is not fair...it is all right if we are not the target. If we are
the target, we will feel that others have not been fair."

Asked whether the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) will conduct
i nvestigations into the case, Dr Mahathir said a report had been | odged
with the ACA and investigations would certainly followbut if it was found
that there was no case against him everyone should accept this.

Dr Mahathir al so had an audi ence with the Sultan of Sel angor today at



the Istana Bukit Kayangan

Meanwhi |l e, the Sultan of Sel angor said Muhammad had expl ained to him
that the noney was for the purchase of a house for his children who woul d
be pursuing further studies in Australia.

He said that at their neeting yesterday, Muhammad al so showed hi m some
cat al ogues as proof of his intention to purchase a house.

However, he said, Muhammad did not disclose how he came into the noney.

On Muhanmed' s position as Menteri Besar, the Sultan said this could
only be determ ned by the people and the Prime M nister

"I will only listen to the people. If the people disapprove, what can
do?" he said.

The Sul tan, however, declined to el aborate on his one-hour neeting with
the Prine Mnister

Asked on his feelings about the case, he said that it was of Allah's
di sposal and he was also leaving it to the Prime Mnister to nake what ever
deci sions on the matter. -- BERNAMA
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