30 DEC 1996
Muhammrad- Cur r ency
MUHAMVAD SAYS MONEY MEANT FOR PROPERTY PURCHASE

SHAH ALAM Dec 30 (Bernamm) -- Selangor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhanmed
Muhamad Tai b said today the equivalent of RM.5 million in cash that he
failed to declare before | eaving Australia was entrusted to himby his
brothers for a property purchase transaction in Brisbane's Gold Coast.

Muhamuad said he had to bring back the noney to Ml aysi a because two of
his brothers could not be present for the sale and purchase agreenment to be
si gned.

He al so said he was not aware of the Australian law requiring himto
decl are t he noney.

"I did not realise that | had to declare the cash to be taken out of
Australia," he told a news conference here. This is his first public
statement on the matter since he was charged with trying to take the noney
out of the Brisbane airport on Dec 22 wi thout approval.

Accordi ng to Muhanmad, he was carrying one mllion Singapore dollars
and RM700, 000 i n Mal aysi an currency.

Under Australian |aw, people |eaving the country nust declare and
justify any amount worth over A$5,000, in whatever currency. -- MORE

Muhammad sai d he and his younger brother, Haji Hassan, had inspected
the property and asked a |l awer to draw up the sal e and purchase agreenent.

"However, because Datuk O hnman (his el der brother) and Dat uk Raduan
(younger brother) could not be present, we were given one nonth to execute
the agreenent and to settle the paynent.

"Therefore, we (Mihammad and Hassan) agreed that the noney be taken
back to Mal aysia and we will settle the question of paynent for the
property within the one-nonth period," he said at the news conference which
was attended by his wife Puan Sri Asbi Rohani Asnan

Muhamrad said that on Dec 22, before boarding a flight to New Zeal and
to continue his vacation, he was questioned by Australian authorities at
the Brisbane International Airport for carrying the undecl ared noney.

Muhammad was then with his famly as well as his younger brother
Hasbul | ah and his famly.

"When | explained to the authorities at the Brisbane Airport, | showed
them docunments on the sal e and purchase agreenent for the property,” he
sai d.

He said he did not feel guilty over the affair and if at all a wong
had been done, it was a technical offence which was conmtted
uni ntentionally.

Muhanmad | ooked cheerful but parried many questions by saying "that |
will answer in court".

He said the Prine Mnister had approved his vacation in Australia and
New Zeal and fromDec 16 to 31. Muhammad said his famly and that of
Hasbul | ah had joi ned Hassan's fam |y who were already in Australia.

He said apart fromgoing for a holiday, his trip was also to finalise
the property deal which O hman, Raduan and Hassan had | ong deci ded on.

"Since O hman and Raduan could not go to Australia because of their
children's weddi ngs, Raduan, who was entrusted to handl e the property
purchase, handed over their noney to be taken to Australia for buying the
property," he said.

"I carried a small anount of my own noney," he said, adding that his
fam |y proceeded to New Zeal and for the vacati on when he was facing the
court case in Brisbane. He joined themafter he was charged and rel eased on



bail on Dec 23.

"This time | went on the vacation without any of my officials. Because
of this, all arrangenents, including the flights, were nmade by me," he
sai d.

This and the fact that many fam |y nmenbers went on the holiday made the
arrangenents somewhat inproperly organi sed, he said.

He thanked the Australian authorities for treating him"quite well"”
during questioning although he did not officially report his presence in
the country to the Mal aysi an H gh Conmi ssion since he was on a private
visit.

Muhanmmad said he personally submitted a full report on the matter to
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on Saturday and to the Sultan
of Sel angor yesterday.

Asked why he did not neet the press earlier when he had returned on
Sat urday, Muhammad said it was only proper for himto explain the matter to
the Prime Mnister and Sultan first.

Muhammad said he and his brothers had plans to send their children to
study in Australia and this was why they decided to buy a property for
their use rather than renting from ot hers.

"My brothers can well afford it...one of themis the chairman of a
listed conpany, " he said.

He al so said he would answer in court when asked on the price of the
i ntended property purchase or whether he had notified Bank Negara of the
money he was carrying.

At the news conference, Muhamad hel d up three copies of the sale and
purchase agreenent said to bear the nanmes of O hnman, Raduan and Hassan and
told reporters they could inspect themif they w shed.

Muhammad sai d he was shocked by the whole affair and he woul d have
opened an account in Australia to bank in the noney if he knew it was goi ng
to cause probl ens.

"That was not ny noney. Wien the deal did not go through, | had to
bring it back and return the noney, and after they have signed the sale and
purchase agreenent, they can send it by courier and nake the paynment," he
sai d.

Muhammad, who has to appear in court in Australia again on March 21
said he would return to work as schedul ed on Jan 2.

Al so present at the news conference were Sel angor Umo deputy chi ef
Dat uk Abu Hassan Qmar, state Umo secretary Datuk Onn Ismail, Selangor Ummo
Yout h chi ef Datuk Abdul Fatah |skandar and several el ected representatives.

Earlier, Mihanmad nmet Sel angor Umo |iaison cormittee nenbers for nore
than an hour at the Umo Building here to brief themon the case. --
BERNANA
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