26 DEC 1996
Abu Hassan- Muhanmad
MJUHAMVAD TOLD BY PM TO SUBM T REPORT ON RWVR. 4 M LLI ON CASE

KUALA LUVPUR, Dec 26 (Bernama) -- Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sr
Muhammad Muhamad Tai b has been directed by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamed to submit a report on his alleged failure to declare
currency totalling RM.4 mllion before his departure from Bri sbane.

Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs M nister Datuk Abu Hassan Omar, who
i s deputy chairman of the Selangor Umo |iaison conmttee, said that
Muhammad had received the nmessage conveyed through the Prime Mnister's
ai de.

Abu Hassan said that Mihamrad, the chairman of the Sel angor Umo
liaison conmmittee, informed himof the matter when he contacted himfrom
Auckl and on Tuesday norni ng.

Muhammad is still in Auckland and trying to book a ticket to get home
as soon as possible, he told reporters after appearing as a guest over
TV3's Mal aysia Hari |ni prograne, at Sri Pentas here.

The Menteri Besar, who was in Australia since Dec 16, was detai ned at
the Brisbane airport before boarding a flight to New Zeal and on Sunday for
allegedly failing to declare currency totalling RM. 4 million which was
found in his |uggage.

He appeared in the Brisbane nmagi strate's court on Mnday to face a
charge under the Financial Transaction Reports Act which states that
overseas travellers nust declare currency if it exceeds A$5,000 ( RMLO, 000).

No pl ea was entered and Muhamad, who put up bail on his own
undertaking, will reappear in court on March 21

Abu Hassan said that Muhammad was preparing the report to be submtted
to the Prine Mnister on his return.

He said that Muhanmmad told himthat he woul d | eave all decisions on his
position to the Prime Mnister.

"Therefore...| believe whatever decisions made by the Prine M nister
will be based on Tan Sri Muhanmad' s report,” he said.

Abu Hassan said that Muhammad or the |iaison conmittee could not
contact the Prime Mnister directly on the matter and had been conveyed
messages through his aide.

He said that the liaison committee would try to neet the Prinme M nister
on the matter and to submt a statement on its stand over the issue

Abu Hassan said that Muhanmmad had al so requested himto explain the
incident to Sel angor Umo division | eaders.

Yesterday, an unofficial neeting was held anong 17 Umo Sel angor
| eaders at the official residence of Selangor State Assenbly Speaker Datuk
Onn Ismail and they had stated their stand to continue to stand behind
Muhanmad as the chairnman of the |liaison body and Menteri Besar.

Abu Hassan call ed on Umo nenbers to remain cal mover the issue and to
leave it to the Prime Mnister to nake a decision on the natter.

"We all know that the Prime Mnister is capable of naking a decision
that could be accepted by everyone," he said.

Asked how he felt over the matter, Abu Hassan said: "...sonetines we
cannot express how sad we are, how di sappointed we are, but what we can do
is...remain calmand not be hasty."

Abu Hassan al so rem nded Umo nenbers and i nvestors that the policy and
the stability of the Sel angor governnment are not affected by the incident.
"The nost inportant thing is...Tan Sri Muhammad is still the Menteri

Besar and as such the policies of the Sel angor government will continue



especially in efforts to turn the state into a devel oped state by the year
2005, " he said.

Abu Hassan said that Muhammad admitted that the equival ent of A$1.2
mllion (RVM2.4 mllion) now being held by Australian federal police
bel onged to him

Asked whet her the incident had anything to do with Australia-Ml aysia
relati ons, Abu Hassan, who is acting Foreign Mnister, said that he
regarded it as an isol ated case.

However, he said that he had requested the Australian Foreign Mnistry
to provide a report on the incident to Wsma Putra.

Meanwhi | e, a spokesman of the Menteri Besar's office said that Muhammuad
did not nention in his tel ephone conversation with Abu Hassan that the
nmoney bel onged to him

"We hope that this clarification could clear whatever confusion which
arose," he said in a two-paragraph statenent to Bernama. -- BERNANVA
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