11 OCT 1996
Ummo- Muhyi ddi n
MUHYI DDI N CLAI M5 PO SON PEN LETTERS SPO LT H S CHANCES

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 11 (Bername) -- Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri
Muhyi ddi n Yassin, who failed to defend his vice president's post in the
Umo el ection yesterday, has clainmed that poison pen |letters had been
distributed to discredit him

He said that he had not been able to reply to allegations contained in
t he poison pen | etters because of the ban on canpaigns.

"I'f I had gone down to neet the delegates, it would have been deened as
canmpai gning," he told reporters during tea break at the Umo genera
assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre here today.

Muhyi ddi n, who canme out sixth in the Iist of seven candi dates, said
that what had happened coul d have affected his chances in the contest.

In the 1993 party el ection, Mihyiddin, who was then Johor Menteri
Besar, obtai ned the highest nunber of votes to secure one of the three
posts of vice president.

He however said that he respected the decision of the del egates because
in a contest, there were bound to be wi nners and | osers.

Muhyi ddi n said that the no-canpai gn ban was a good nove but further
clarifications had to be made on certain aspects like howto deal with
poi son pen letters.

"Aren't poison pen letters a canpaign tool? What is a candidate to do
to clear hinmself of allegations in poison pen letters,"” he said.

He said that del egates could have regarded the allegations in the
poi son pen letters as the truth as he had not nade any attenpts to clarify
matters due to the ban on canpai gns.

Conmenting on the statenent by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t hat he was not planning a cabi net reshuffle although severa
cabinet ministers had been defeated in the party el ection, Mihyiddin said
that it was the prerogative of the prinme nminister. -- BERNAVA
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