31 OCT 1996
Mahat hi r-Ti | awah
MJUSLI M COUNTRI ES ADVI SED NOT TO DEPEND ON Al D

| POH, Oct 31 (Bernama) -- Muslimecountries will forever be tied down to
the interests of non-Mislimnations for as long as they ask for aid fromthem
said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

"As the Muslimnations frequently ask for aid and submt to the w shes of
t he devel oped non-Muslimcountries, the Islamc religion will also be
hum | i ated, " he said when opening the 39th national -level "Tilawah al -Quran”
at Stadium | poh, here tonight.

He said for as long as the Miuslimcountries are backward, weak and decei ve
thensel ves by claimng that they do not need material progress, Islamw |l be
hum | i ated and the countries ravaged.

"Since the Muslimcountries are sadly backward, they are frequently
oppressed or they have to seek protection fromadvanced countries," he added.
Dr Mahathir said Muslimcountries are easily drawn into conflict with
ot her Muslimcountries which weaken themultimately and when they fight anpong
thensel ves they will again seek shelter fromthe devel oped non-Mislim

countri es.

The Prime M nister said the strong and devel oped Miuslimcountries can
help to elimnate the nisconception that Islamis an obstacle to
progr ess.

He hit out at the opinion of some Muslinms who propagate that Mislins
shoul d not strive for material progress because they claimthat the progress
for Muslins differ fromthat interpreted by the non-Mislins.

Such opinion will only strengthen the belief of some Muslins that they not
only need not strive for progress but that progress is inpossible for themin
this world and as such they should not strive for it.

"I'n this devel opment era, including the era of information expl osion,
religion becomes nore inportant than it was during the era of limted
i nformati on because in addition to constructive information, we also receive
informati on today that can weaken and confuse and, in fact, destroy social
moral ity and culture,” he said.

"Rel i gi ous teachings can becone a protection wall for us against the
adverse effects of negative information, and thus our conmmunity will be
safe and will continue to progress and beconme strong," Dr Mhat hir said.

Earlier in his speech, Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib said
Musl ims should talk | ess but work nore and cooperate to make the comunity
stronger.

He said they should al so have an open mnd, with strong integrity and the
necessary skill for progress rather than braggi ng about truth and the
spl endour of |slam

Twenty-nine participants as well as the two current chanpi ons are taking
part in the five-day "Tilawah" endi ng Monday. -- BERNAMA
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