28 JUL 1996
Mahat hi r - Maul i dur
MUSLI M5 URGED TO UPHOLD TRUE | SLAM C TEACH NGS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 28 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
urged Muslinms in the country to ensure that their lifestyle and val ues are
based on true Islamc teachings.

The Prime Mnister said |lifestyles and practices that violated Islamc
princi pl es shoul d be avoi ded as they do not benefit the religion and its
bel i evers.

Such practices will cause the followers to remain backward, he said in
his nessage in the souvenir programre of the national-level Maulidur Rasu
gathering at Stadi um Negara here.

Dr Mahat hir said uphol ding true Islam ¢ teachings woul d enabl e the
country to achi eve greater success.

The Prime Mnister said it was not enough that |ove for Prophet
Muhammad be shown t hrough speeches and cel ebrati ons al one, addi ng that
Musl i ms shoul d emul ate the Prophet especially his noble qualities.

The nobl e qualities included self-confidence and courage which
contributed to Islamspreading to the whole world in spite of various
obst acl es, he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Prophet Muhammad al so put the interests of the
foll owers above those of his own and his famly

The Prophet's deterni ned and hardworking |ifestyle could be seen from
the work he did which included as an ani mal breeder in his younger days, a
busi nessman in his youth and finally as a preacher calling on the people to
serve God.

Prophet Muhamrmad had succeeded in correcting the shortcomings in the
society then and this lead to the birth of a fair and strong society that
served as an an exanple to the entire world, Dr Mahathir said.

Meanwhil e, Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Department Datuk Dr Abdu
Ham d Ot hman, in his speech at the gathering, said good norals anong
Musl i ms nust be moul ded froman early stage.

"Character is sonething that can be noul ded and nmust be noul ded,” he
said, adding that it nust begin at home.

Abdul Hami d said the society's social responsibility in nmoul ding noble
qualities differed according to their respective roles.

He said characteristics such as hatredness, dishonesty,
unt rustwor t hi ness and unsynpat hetic feelings towards others were signs of
nmor al decadence that woul d destroy oneself and the society.
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