05 OCT 1996
Cer akan- Constitution
KENG YAl K: GERAKAN MEMBERS MUST ABI DE BY PARTY CONSTI TUTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 5 (Bernamm) -- Gerakan nenbers nust abi de by the
party constitution at all tinmes as it is considered "the religion and | aw',
party president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said today.

"Qur constitution has gone through the court and it has been tested for
the past one week. Judges, |awers, the press and public now know about our
constitution,” he said referring to Batu MP Dat uk Joseph Chong's court
actions against the party to reinstate himas a central comm ttee nmenber
and accept his candidacy for the party presidency. He, however, failed in
his court bid.

The party | eadershi p was happy that everything (court actions) was over
and the party's national del egates' conference is | awful and being attended
in a peaceful manner, he said at the opening of the two-day conference by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.

Atotal of 1,265 delegates will vote in the new central comittee for
1996/ 99 at the conference.

Dr Limis defending his post agai nst Taman Wahyu branch chai rnman Cheang
Chi n Chai

Dr Lim who spoke in English and Bahasa Ml aysia, al so exposed that
some party menbers had resorted to noney politics and efforts are being
made to nip such practices in the bud failing which | eaders woul d be
el ected based on their wealth and not on nerits.

He said noney politics were evident during the branch, division and
state-level party elections early this year.

The el ections were nmarred by the use of nobney to get votes and
positions by a small group of nenbers, said Dr Lim who is Primary
| ndustries Mnister.

He said the party has set up a special conmittee headed by deputy
president Kerk Choo Ting to investigate all egati ons of noney politics.

"If there is adequate evidence, the cases will be referred to the
party's Disciplinary Conmittee to take actions agai nst those involved," he
sai d, adding that party menbers should not permit such practices to rear
its ugly head in the party.

As a party committed to the struggles of creating a fair, just and
uni ted nation, Gerakan nenbers nust pool their resources to strengthen and
enhance the support for the party at grassroot |evel.

Dr Limal so touched on various issues in his speech including
educati on, manpower shortage, information technol ogy and Vision 2020 to
turn Mal aysia into a devel oped country.

He al so paid tribute to Dr Mahathir who has successfully propelled the
country towards rapid econom ¢ growm h and devel opnent in his 15 years as
prinme mnister.

He al so announced the | aunch of the party's RVb-million education | oan
scherme to enabl e party nmenbers' children to pursue hi gher education in
| ocal institutions of higher |earning.

The schene woul d be useful follow ng the governnent's nove to privatise
t he educational institutions. -- BERNAMVA
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