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Naj i b- Engl i sh
NAJI B STRESSES ON THE | MPORTANCE OF MASTERI NG ENGLI SH

TAI PING June 25 (Bernama) -- There are sonme students in the country
who regard English only as their third | anguage and others who feel they
need not | earn the | anguage, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
sai d today.

Urging teachers to correct the m sconception, he said mastering English
was i nmportant especially in realising Malaysia's dream of becomni ng an
i ndustrialised nation by 2020.

"If the people, especially students are not serious in nastering the
| anguage, the country's devel opnent will be affected," he said when
| aunching the "Sel f-Access Learni ng" programme at SRK Kamunting near here.

Naj i b, however, added that the people need not fear that the drive to
achi eve excellence in English would affect the position of Bahasa Ml ayu.

He said Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad had repeatedly
stated that the policy of stepping up the usage of English anbng Ml aysi ans
was part of the nove to devel op the national |anguage because English was
needed to bring progress to the people, especially Buniputeras.

The use of English to bring progress to the race cannot be avoi ded
because present tines require the people to equip thensel ves with know edge
especially in the field of science and technol ogy, said Najib.

"We al so cannot be satisfied with the current success, and efforts nust
be taken to produce quality students with high | evel thinking skills," he
sai d.

This is to ensure that the com ng generation is able to cope with the
i nformati on expl osi on and the increasingly sophisticated technol ogi ca
devel oprment, he added.

On the Self-Access Learning programme, Najib said it is ainmed at
encour agi ng students to |l earn English according to their abilities in
relation to any skill or subject matter of their choice.

The trial project, launched in 152 primry school s nationw de, has
shown an i nprovement in English usage anbong partici pati ng students,
especially in rural areas, he said.

Two school s in Sel angor have al so i ntroduced the programe for other
subj ects such as Bahasa Mel ayu and nmat hemati cs. -- BERNANVA.
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